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LEFT BOOK CLUB CHOICE FOR NOVEMBER 


The November Choice of the Club (to be issued on Noveniber 6th) will be THE DISTRESSED AREAS 
by Wal Hannington (demy 8vo.. 256 pages. 32 photographs). The price of the edition for the general 
Public will be 10s. 6d. : that for the Club, of course. 2s. 6d. 


“ADDITIONAL” BOOK FOR DECEMBER 


The * additional” book for December will be LEON BLUM, MAN AND STATESMAN, by Gcollcy 
Fraser and Thadée Natanson (demy &v0, 320 pages) the only authorised biography. (See review on page 
$49), The price of this book for the generat public will be 10s, 6,: that of the special Club edition, 3s. 

Please note the following particulars about the Club edition of this * additional" book: (1) LEON 
BLUM, MAN AND STATESMAN cannot be had by members as an alternative to the December Choice, 
or any ather Choice. but only (by those members who so wish) as an additional book. (2) Any member 
who wishes to buy the special Club edition of this book, additionally 10 the Choice for December, must 
fill in and post to us before October 29th the yellow card enclosed in this number of the Left News, tis 
essential that this yeltow card (addressed, and to be posted, to ourselves, Victor Gallanez, Ltd.) should be 
used, and that application should ner be made to a book: (3) Members who so apply will receive 
their copy of LEON BLUM, MAN AND STATESMAN, cl copy of the December Choice, 
on December 13th, through the bookselter from whom they reccive the Club Choice. (4) We cannot 
send the Club edition of this book (@ any members who apply after October 29th, for the book will be 
specially printed on that day to meet the requirements of members. 


STANDING ORDERS FOR “ADDY” BOOKS 


Every month we announce (as above) an additional” book, which is sent, to those members who 
desire to have it but to those members only, in the sime parcel as the Choice for the next mouth but one, 
A closing date is given before which it is necessary for members to apply for this” additional " book. The 
“additional " book cannot be had ts «in alternative ¢ any of the Club Choices. ‘The Club edition of the 
*aduitional " book is in the Club limp-cloth binding, and the price is very much tower than that of the 
ordinary edition for the general public. The “ additional ” books are usually selected cither from very 
Fecent or from forthcoming publications: and in the future they will be almost always completely new 
books (as in the case of LEON BLUM, MAN AND STATESMAN above) which are published for the first 
tine during the moh for which they are the “ additional ® book. 

Members may place a standing order for alf future“ additional " books, and so save themselves the 
trouble of applying month after month: they may. of cours. countermand this standing order at any 
time. There is only one " additional“ book cach month,  Menibers who wish to place this standing order 
must_use for the purpose the yellow card enclosed in this nuriiber of the Left_News. (is estential iat this 
yellow card (addressed, and 10 be posted, to ourselves. Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be used, and that 
application should! nor be made (0 a buokseller. Members who have already placed a staniing order by 
means of a previous posteard are particularly: asked not to cause duplication by applying a second time. 


“EDUCATIONAL” BOOK (DECEMBER) 


We recently inaugurated a series of * educational * boaks—each 10 be rather tess than hall the length of 
an ordinary novel, and to be writien very simply, and withoul assuming any previous knowledge on the part 
of the reader. “The baok for December in this series is A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION PART H, by R. Page Arnot. The price of the ordinary edition for the general public 
is Is. that of the Club edition, 6f. (sve review on page $50), 


This “ educational “ series does not fall within the “ additional ” series: that is 10 say. people who have 
placed a standing order for all “ additional“ books will not receive this“ educational” book, but will 
receive only LEON BLUM. MAN AND STATESMAN. which is the regular monthly * additional " book. 
Any member who wishes to buy the special Club edition of A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION—PART H by R. Page Arnot (the purchase of which, of course. is entirely optional) must 
fill in and post to us before October 29th the yellow card enclosed in this number of the Left News, Ic is 
essential that this yellow card (aduressed, and to be posted. 10 ourselves, Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be 
used, and that application should nor be made to a bookseltcr. Members who so apply will receive their 
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copy of this “ educational" book, together with theic copy of the December Choios, on December 13th, 
through the bookseller from whom they receive the Club Choice. 

Members may, however, place a standing order for the whole " educational " series, which will be issued 
at the rate of one a month, and always at the price of 6d. The appropriate line o fill in will be found on 
the yellow card. 
icw of the very marginal price of the series, a special appeal is made, to those members who can 
to place such a standing order. Members who place such a standing order will not receive tho 
back issues in the series untess they specially ask for them, but only the forthcoming issues. 


Members may order any number of copics of cach “ educational " book, of place a standing order for 
any number of seus. 

For the convenience of members who wish to place a standing order it may be mentioned that probable 
carly issues will include (in addition to A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION—PART 
i, by R. Page Arnot, announced above) UNEMPLOYMENT by G. D, H. Cole, TRADE UNIONISM by 
John Mahon, WHY CAPITALISM MEANS WAR by H. N. Brailsford, AN INTRODUCTION TO BIO- 
LOGY by Henry Collier, AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL THOUGHT FROM THE FRENCH REVOLU- 
TION TO THE PRESENT DAY by Stephen Swingler, THE CIVILISATION OF GREECE AND ROME 
by Professor Farrington, SCIENCE AND LIFE by J. G. Crowther, AN INTRODUCTION TO SOCIALISM. 
by John Strachey, CIVIL LIBERTIES by W. H. Thompson, RICHES AND POVERTY, THE 
MEANING OF FASCISM, A SHORT HISTORY OF GERMANY FROM 1917 TO THE PRESENT 
DAY, A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH WORKING CLASS by Allen Huu, etc, cc. Volumes 
already issued are; MONEY by Emile Burns, THE JEWISH QUESTION by George Sacks, AN INTRO» 
DUCTION TO ECONOMIC BOTANY by James Gillespie, A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION—PART 1 by R. Page Arnot. 


LAWRENCE & WISHART PUBLICATIONS 


Dy arrangement with Messrs. Lawrence & Wishart, there is now a Left Book Club mn of every 
Lawrence & Wishart book—already published or to be publishcd—at two-thirds of the ordinary price, 
Members are reminded that Lawrence & Wishart publish many of the works of Marx and Engels, and have 
Practically a monopoly of the works of Lenin. A note of an important forthcoming Lawrence & Wishart 
book will be found on page 552. Members who wish to obtain, now or at any time, any book published by 
Lawrence & Wishart al the special Lefi Book Club price, should write, not fo us, but to Lawrence & Wishart 
(2 Parton Strect, London, W.C.A), who will send them a copy of their special Left Book Club catalogue, 
‘and tell them how to obtain the books at the spacial price. 


HOW YOU CAN HELP CHINA 


Professor Shelley Wang, 50, Upper Park Road, 
N.W.3 ; or with the Chinese Women’s National 


; organ‘sation which is actively organising aid 
Salvation Association, China Institute, Gower Street, 


for the Chinese People in thei 


. Te Fricnds of the Chinese People is an 


struggle for 
wc, 


national independence. in various ways. 

In the first place, potitical pressure must be brought 
to bear upon Japan, Mectings should be organised 
and public opinion roused ta demand international 
suppor for China, which could be made felt by an 
embargo on exports fo, and a boycott of imports 
from Japan, and must demand an end to the black 
ade of China. 

In the second place, China urgently needs every 
kind of material aid. ‘The Friends of the Chinese 
Peopte are opening a Relief Fund, and Medical Aid 
for China is also being organised. Those who are 
prepared to take part in any of these activities should 
get in touch with The Secretary. Friends of the 
Chinese People, 13, Acacia Road, N.W.8 ; with 
The Association for Chinese National Salvation, ¢/o 


which is organising a bazaar to raise funds 
and would be glad of any assistance in this. 

Alll these organisations will provide speakers for 
meetings. 

As we go to press we receive information of the 
formation of a central committee, to be called 
“China Campaign Committee,” the object of which 
is to arouse the public sympathy and practical 
support of the British people for the people of 
China in her present struggle against Japanese 
aggression: to saisc funds for medical and refugee 
services : and to supply first-hand information on 
the situation in China, All communications 


to be addressed to the Hon. Secretary, China 
Campaign Commitice, 34 Victoria Street, Loudon, 
S.W.l. 
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EDITORIAL: 


by Victor Gollancz 


14 Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.2. 
September 22nd, 1937. 


NANKING 


AM writing on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
I ‘September 22nd, after reading the lunch editions 

of the newspapers, in which it is reported that 
‘Nanking has been duly raided by Japanese warplanes 
today, as promised, ‘The city was subjected to 
terrific and systematic bombardment” says the 
Evening Standard. ‘* Nothing is so far known of the 
casualty figures among the 400,000 people who re- 
mained in the city.” 

‘The attack was expected yesterday, Japan having 
threatened to wipe out the city at noon on that day. 
Here is a quotation from yesterday's Evening 
Standard :— 

“ But noon came and went. Several hours later 
the Chinese capital still awaited the atiempt of the 
raiders (o lay it in cuins. 

“A Japanese spokesman was asked when the 
attack would begin. 

‘We may prefer to keep the capital in suspense,” 
he replied.” 
Pr er 

We have grown accustonted to an excess of wicked- 
ess: but in all that record, as it unrolts its evil 
length back to 1918 and further, 1 can think of 
nothing that surpasses in villainy this cold and calcu- 
lated mass-murder, or in sadistic cynicisin the words : 
“We may prefer to keep them in suspense.” This 
Imperialist and Fascist villainy moves indved: white 
‘our minds are still so full of Spain that it might seem 
that they could hold no other thought, the agony of 
a whole vast continent puts in its claim. 

A member of the Left Book Club recently resigned 
his membership, 1 ventured to write to him and to. 
five him reasons which, 1 urged, might possibly Iead 
him 10 reconsi his decision, 1 don't remember 
exactly what I sais ut [ have no doubt that I talked 
(1 hope in not too schoolmasterish a way) about the 
Supreme importance of an cducatcd public opinion 
at the present time. He replied: 

“ Dear Sir, 
T have perused your [ctter, for which 1 
(ender my sincere thanks, with great care and 
tion. Sit, I am a book lover, not a 
Politician. 


Yours sincerely, 

Spanish and Chinese men, women and children, 
innocent of all offence, are being not only massacred, 
‘but wounded in the kind of way that means tonuring 
mutilation and madness (have you ever seen that 
French book of photographs of the mutilated 
‘veterans of the “ Great War ™ who siill live?): but 


the gentleman is a book lover, not a politician, Will 
he be a book lover, and not a politician, when the 
bomibs arc falling on London instead of on Nanking? 
In the circumstances of today there is something 
sordid and undignified even in such a question as 
that : for the ineffable sufferings of the Spaniards and 
the Chinese should be as real to us as our own, and 
would be if we did not all suffer from a lack of 
imagination that is as stupid as it is contemptible. 1 
toa am a book lover, and a lover of art and music; 
but T would destroy with my own hands the last 
record of the last piece of music in the world if by 
doing so I could save flesh and blood from the tor- 
ments it is now enduring. 


T have quoted the letter from the member who 
resigned. because it embodies in the clearest and, one 
might almost say, the most startling form, the point 
of view which the Left Book Club is auempting to 
combat, [remember saying at our rally at the Albort 
Mall in February that the Greek word for a private 
citizon—that is to say, a man who did not vote at 
elections of take any pari in the political life of his 
-—was idivtes, from which we derive the word 
idiot," “ There are no idiots,” I said, " in the Left 
Book Club.” 1 appear to have been wrong: for the 
letter | have quoted is the very essence of, in the 
Greek sense, idiocy, The micssage of the Left Book 
Club is that whether we be book lovers or music 
lovers or art tovers, whethor we be scavengers or pro= 
fessors of higher mathematics, we have in common 
something thal transcends, or rather underlays, our 
professions and occupations, our hobbies and our 
namely, our citizenship of the world. 
citizenship means something actice—a join- 
ing with others in the contro! of our destinies. on a 
basis of knowledge and understanding. There is a 
Jot of loose talk at the present time, as there has 
always been, about libenyy and freedom: but what- 
ever may be our definition of a free man, a man who 
passively allows himself to be manipulated, in ignor- 
ance of what is manipulating him and how, is 
certainly a slave. 


perhaps, ta save oneself from lapsing into pessimism 
and defeatism. But we must do so at all costs, for 
otherwise we have sold out to the enemy. And if we 
will look for a moment at the ather side of the 
Picture—the heroism and determination of the 
defenders in face of overwhelming odds—we shall 
find a noonday brightness of hope, pointing as surely 
(a the upward path for mankiad as the * We prefer 
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to keep them in suspense" points to the abyss. In 
this connection I should like to quote a single sen- 
tenet from Richard Goodman's review of Red Star 
Over China, which will be found on another page of 
this issue: 

“AL there is anyone who is touched with 
despair—with that feeling of * what-is-the- 
good-of-it-all” which every one of us exper- 
iences in those small dark moments of frailty, 
Jet him read Snow's story of the Long March, 
and especially the chapter on the crossing of 
the Tatu Ho.” 


I want to be as brief as possible this month, for 
Dr. Lewis tells me that his article will be longer than 
usual, and I also do not want to keep readers from 
Professor Shelley Wang's exceedingly important cx- 
position of the Chinese situation. Dut there is one 
thing 1 do want to say. There has been a feeling 
about the Club during the last three weeks that has 
caused me to have greater hopes for its future than 
at any time since the first few nionths aNerits founda- 
tion. It is not merely that new members are coming 
in at an exceptional rave: it is not merely tha the 
meetings for discussion and other activities this 
autumn—as will be seen fom a glance at pages 545 
to 548—are on a scale that would have scemed in- 
credible this time last year: it is something more 
difficult to pin down than that—a tightening up. a 
greater cohesion, a more widespread feeling that the 
Club is worth, not merely belonging to, but working 
for. 

‘The “ B™ membership scheme is realising our 
hopes. and already, within about ten days of its 
announcentent, several hundreds of "8" members 
have been enrofled—though I am glad to find that 
for every single " B'” member cnrolted during these 
few days very many regular members have been 
enralted, This is as it should be. for, as [ suggested 
when launching the scheme, * B" members cannot 
be nearly as effective, (rom the point of view of the 
work that the Club is trying to do, as our regular 
srmembershi At the same time, it is clear that the 
“ B membership scheme corresponds to a real nevd. 
and I repeat the hope that existing members wi 
make every effort to enrol as “ H” members those 
of their friends who for one reason or another are 

not able to become regular members, If any member 
has missed the parciculars of the * 2" membership: 
scheme in the September New's, he will find it set out 
in full in the “ Please " Icaftets, three of which will 
be found in every copy of Red Star Over China. 
The " Associate member ™ scheme has also made 
@ very promising start, 11 is impossibte to say 
definitely how many Groups of” Associate members" 
are in as the requisition forms will not be 
coming in for another (wo or three days: but we 
know definitely of the existence of between 20 and 
i ranging from six 10 forty. 
But this is the merest beginning: there is no reason 
why every member st iJ not form a Group of 
“ Associate members “ in his factory, office, ward 
or anywhere ¢is¢ where he has daily contact with 


friends and fellow-workers, Particulars of the 
“ Associate member " scheme were fully set out in 
the September News: an ny member missed that 
number he has only to write in to us for full informa- 
tion. Members who come forward as leaders of 
“ Associate member” Groups will be incurring some 
slight trouble: bul if every member came forward and 
gathered round him a Group of only twenty, we 
should immediately have around the solid cote of the 
‘Club an outer circle of no tess than a million people: 
and surely that is something for which it is worth 
taking a Jie trouble, The special value of the 
schemte lies in the fact that it really does provide for 
serious political education, and al a cost which, even 
under ruling conditions, everyone except the un- 
employed can afford. 

A final word, Red Star Over China is, 1 believe, 
infinitely the finest “ recruiter" that the Club has 
‘ever had. During October we are siezing this oppor- 
tunity, by launching a campaign in the press and by 
circular five times greater than any monthly 
campaign in which we have so Far engaged. 1 appeal 
to every member also to make the most of this oppor- 
tunity, He can do so in several ways: 

(1) Write to us immediately for a supply of the 
October yellow leaflet, to be used for circularising 
your [riends. ‘These contain: 

(a) Full particulars of regular and “ B” member- 

ship, with the appropriate coupons. 

(6) Particulars of the next six books. 

(© A four-page inset describing Red Star Over 

China in ceal detail, 

‘The supply is quite unlimited : but when writing ¢o 
us, please let us know cxacily how many we are to 
send you. 

(2) If you prefer it, send us a list of your friends 
‘who might be interested in the Club, and we will our 
Selves send the prospectus to the people on this list. 
‘When sending these lists let us know whether or not 
we should use your name. 

(3) We are entering on the scason of political 
activity, and this particular autumn will be one of 
the most active of recent years. Look out for every 
kind of suitable meeting—Labour Party mectings, 
Communist Party meetings, Liberal Party meetings, 
peace meetings, and so on—and arrange either for 
the plucing of our lenflets on the seats, or, where this 
proves impossible, for their distribution to the 
audience as it leaves the building at the close, Let 
us know well in advance, and always let us know 
how many leaflets to send you for the purpose. 

(4) Use the lintte * sticker "—"* Are you a member 
of the Left Book Club? "on your ordinary corres- 
pondence. Write to us for any number you can use, 

(5) Put up in suitable places the big paster— 
© Join the Left Book Club ""—and on notice boards, 
&e,, one of the October leaflets, 

Those who cannol do any of these things are asked 
at least to make good use of the three “* Plensc” 
leaflets which will be found in each copy of Red Siar 
Over China. Each member must know at feast three 
people to whom this leaflet may be usefully handed 
or sent. 
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Addenda 


: of the new edition of 
the Webbs’ Soviet Communism were all taken up by 
members within three wecks of the card going out + 
and we now have a waiting list of many hundreds, 
Some members have written in rather angrily bo 
Gause we can’t supply them with a copy : but not only 
did we put a preliminary announcement in the July 
News, for the benefit of those members who would 
be on holiday when the card was issued with the 
August News, but we also made a particular point of 
explaining that the Webbs had supplied us with only 
ten thousand copies, and therefore early application 
was desirable. 

Incidentally itis interesting to note that nearly one 
in every four members immediately applied for this 
book. 

We bave now arranged with the Webbs for a 
further reprint of five thousand copies; full details 
and the appropriate card will be found in next 
month's issue. 11 is probable that the price will be 
65. instead of $s., as, in view of the rise in the cost of 
paper, binding and printing, and the smaller number 
of copies in this reprint, it is unlikely that the original 
price can be maintained. 

2, Between four thousand and five thousand Left 


Book Club members saw a performance of Elmer 
Rice's. magnificent Judgment Day at the special 
reduced Club price. 

J. We have received from South Africa a gift of 
£20, 10 be used ” for the benefit of the Club.” We 
have handed this over to one of the biggest of our 
booksellers, for the purpose of taking out" B™ 
memberships for a period of six months for 38 care- 
fully selected unemployed. 

4. I should like to remind members that if they 
have a copy of any particular book that they do not 
wish (o retain, they should send it 10 the Workers" 
Bookshop, 49 Farringdon Road, London, E.C.1, 
with a note to the effoct that it is for the unemployed : 
the Workers’ Bookshop will then send it on (oa suit- 
able recipicat. 

$. One or two of our biggest booksellers have 
asked us to make a very special request that members 
should pay their accounts prompily. 

6. As laterjoining members will have missed the 
‘original announcement, and as the point is constantly 
being queried, I want to say again that a small supply 
of all “ Additional” books, “ Supplementary 
books, etc, is kept back for supply to those overseas 
members who, in the nature of the case, cannot 
return their cards by the duc date. 


CANTON 


The above editorial was written yesterday. One 
day lnter—Thursday. September 23rd—the bombing 
of Nanking has been followed by that of Canwon. It 
is reported that a thousand are dead after an attack 
a1 dawn. The following i rom Reuters correspon: 

les 
“ Scenes of the bombing are horrifying. It 
is as if gigantle ghastly abattoirs have boen 
arated, 


“ Gaps $0 yards wide have been tom in 
rows of dwellings, with scattered human 
remains protcuding from the débri 

“One Chinese woman, killed at her front 
door, sat still, upright and quiet in death. 

“Further on a grim-faced Chinese gentle- 
man raised a piece of matting, showed me the 
mungled remains. and said simply: * This 
was my wife 


“RED STAR OVER CHINA” 


by Edgar Snow - reviewed by Richard Goodman 
The Chosen Book for October 


from Nanking a short, simple messagg an 
official statement by the Central 
Government. It said: 

For ten years the Chinese Government has 
been fighting the Communist Army. The strug- 
gle is now ended.” 

That was all, but, as it broke across the din of 
Shanghai's horror, it was like a trumpet call, 

Ever since Europe had learned what had actually 
happened during the days of December last yoar 
Sianfu, when the Chinese Generalissimo Chiang K: 
shek was arrested by “ Young Marshal" Chong 
Heueh-liang and the Shes ification Officer Yang 
Hu-chang and released again us the result of the 
efforts of the Chinese Communist Party, small 


A T the beginning of September, there came 


Chinese 


reports, little fragments of news of growing w 
found their way across the workd, (0 be pieced to- 
gether into an intolerably incomplete but neverthe- 
less developing picture of the greatest importance, 

Then on July 8 we heard of the Liukochiao 
~ incident " and by the middle of that month—when 
Japan had rushed over 10,000 troops into the Peiping- 
Tiemsin area—we knew that it was war. 

Already it had been unofficially reported that, in 
the face of this threat, the Chinese people had closed 
their ranks and that an agreement, on the lines of 
that suggested as long ago as 1935, by the Chinese 
Communist Party and the Chinese Soviet Govern- 
ment, had been concluded between the Communists 
and Nanking. But as the noise of war grew louder 
one still waited for the official confirmation from 
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Nanking. And when at last it came, it still seemed 
almost 100 good to be ltue—after ten years of the 
most ruthless civil war waged by the Nanking 
Government under Chiang Kai-shek against the 
Soviet areas and the Red Army not only was there 
peace, but unity, among the Chinese people. 

It is doubtful whether the significance of that 
unity, not only for the Chinese people themselves 
but for those of us here in Britain who realise our 
main task to be the defence of our liberties and 
peace, is yet appreciated as it should be. It is certain 
that few roalise the tremendous cpic of heroism, 
sacrifice and, above all, discipline which made that 
unity possible. 

Yet such appreciation, such realisation is essential 
if we on this our sector of the world front of peace 
and democracy are to estimate correctly—as we 


Snow's book that this is now possible. Appearing 
with almost unbelievable appropriateness. “ Red 
Sur over China ™ gives one nearly all one necds to 
know to understand the significance of China's new- 
won unity and it dogs so ina unique and magnificently 
jing way. Indecd. from my own personal point of 
view, Snow's book is actually part of the epic of 
which its pages tell. 

At odd intervals over the fast decade, we here in 
the West have been hearing odd scraps of stories 
about Red China, of the Chinese Red Army, the 
Soviet districts and the Communist movement. What 
was it all about ? As Snow says: 

“Even the simplest points were disputed. 
Some people denied that there was such a thing 
asthe Red Army. There were only thousands of 
hungry brigands. Some denied even the cxist- 
ence of Soviets, They were the invention of 
Communist propaganda."* 

Without real knowledge of Red China and its 
unconquered army, it was obviously impossible to 
gauge the significance of the re-cstablishment of 
unity between the Communist Party and the Kuomin- 
tang. 

Here we are given the answer to all, or almost all, 
our questionings. But not in a dry-as-dust way nor 
with an air of knowledge cloaking essential ignorance 
which one associates with that very knowledgeable 
young man, Mr, Peter Fleming. 

Snow has lived for nearly cight years in China, 
More than that, he is the only journalist who has 
gone into the Soviet areas, lived there, talke not 
only with the Communist leaders, Red Army com- 
manders and leaders of the Soviet Government, but 
with the rank-and-file soldiers and the peasants, 
Fidden and marched with the Red Army. That would 
be exciting cnough, but his book is no mere account 
of this adventure, Take a selection of the chapters at 
random. Here is an interview with Lo Fu, American- 
educated secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party, in which the fundamental policy 
of the Chinese Communists is set out, Then, growing. 
Gut of this, as it were, @ full-length autobiography 


(autobiography, note) by the Chait 
Mao Tso-tung, of whom Snow writes: 


“* Do not suppose, first of all, that Mao Tso 
tung could be the ‘ saviour * of China, Non- 
sense. There will never be any one * saviour" 
of China, Yet undeniably you fecl a certain 
force of destiny in him. 11 is nothing quick or 
flashy, but a kind of solid elemental vitality. 
You feel that whatever extraordinary there is in 
this man grows out of the uncanny degree to 
which he synihesises and expresses the urgent 
demands of millions of Chinese, and espacially 
-—those impoverished, underfed, 
icrate but kind, generous, coura- 
goous and just now rather rebellious human bo 
ings who are the vast majority of the Chinese 
people. If these demands and the movement 
which is pressing them forward are the dyt 
mies which can regenerate China, then in this 
deeply historical scnse Mao Tse-tung may 
possibly become a very great man,” 


In another chapter you will find an account of the 
beginnings of the Soviel movement. its growth in 
Kiangsi and the other southem provinces, the way 
in which time and time again Nanking’s campaigns 
10" annihilate the Reds " were defeated, all working 
up to that“ Odysscy unequalled in modera times,” 
the Long March when a whole peopte travelled for 
6,000 miles through the heart of China, fighting 
ninc-tenths of the way, to a new Sovict base in the 
North: West. 

It is difficult 10 talk about that Long March, f 
heard about it fiest from some Chinese communists 
two years ago, before it was really over, It was un- 
Uclievable enough then, told in snatches of broken 
tish, and only fragmentary. But Snow's account, 
built up from the experiences of men and women 
who took part in it, who marched and fought the 
whole of that 6,000 miles, drawn into a whole. is 
even more so. Yet it happened. Time and time again 
as fread on my throat choked and at the end it was 
impossible not to share in that elation of triumph 
. quietly and modestly, the marchers them- 


feeling of” what 
one of us experiences in thest small dark moments 
of frailty, let him read Snow's story of the Long 
Mareh and especially the chapter on the crossing of 
the Tatu Ho. 

Equally exciting, if in a quicter way, is Snow's 
description of life in the Soviet areas, Ure organisa~ 
tion of the Red Schools, the Red theatre, the way the 
Soviets function, of his visit 10 Wu Ch'l Chen, @ 
Soviet industrial centre in Shensi. Here the 
question—" What are the Soviets doing ?"—is 
answered, 

Here is a quotation taken at random : 

~ Factory workers get from 10 doltars to 15 
dollars a manth, with board and room furnished 
by the State. Workers are guaranteed free 
medical attention and compensation for injuries. 
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Women are given four months of rest with pay 
during and after pregnancy and there was a 
ccude" nursery ' for workers’ children—but most 
of them seemed to run wild as soon as they 
could walk, Mothers could collect part of their 
* social insurance. This latter is provided (rom 
a fund created by deducting 10 per cent. of the 
workers’ salaries, to which the Government adds 
an equal amount. The Government also con- 
tributes the equivalent of 2 per cent, of the entire 
wage output for workers’ education and recrea- 
tion, these funds being managed jointly by the 
trade unions and the workers’ factory com 
mitices. There was an eight-hour day and a six- 
day week. When I visited them the factorics 
were running twenty-four hours a day, with 
three shifts working—probably the busiest 
plants in China ! 

Perhaps the most interesting from a purely 
political point of view is Snow's avcount of the posi- 
tion among the Tunpei soluicts before and ducing 
the arrest of Chiang Kai-shek in Sianfu last Decem- 
ber. 1 throws a flood of light on the ways in which 
the rising tide of Chinese patriotism, with unity 
against Japanese aggressian as its chief demand, 
flooded through the country. i shows, 100, the 
uemendous political maturit f the Chinese Com- 
miunists and the utter sincerity of thcir desire for 
unity. I believe that these, the concluding chapters of 
this most exciting book, deserve special study. 
Though the events of which they tell took place ina 
country far removed from ours they are charged 
With lessons all of us would do well to learn. 

Thave one or two objections.--and some of them 
are serious from a political point of view—to make. 
Snow has completely failed to understand the rela: 
tions of the Chinese Communist Party to the Com- 
muunist International and he ecrt to under- 
‘stand the role of the Communist International itself, 


This is all the more amazing because he shows 
generally such a firm grasp of the principles deter- 
mining the policy of the Chinese Communists. 

Tam not teying to detract for a moment from the 
value of Snow's book. It is, I believe, one of the 
most important—and certainly one of the most 
thrilling and hope-giving pieces of work—I havc ever 
read. And for the series of unique photographs there 
can be nothing but praise. 

I would like 19 end with another quotation from 
the book itself. Wis 4 


“And another thing is equally certain. 
er can the democratic Socialist ideas for 
tens of thausands of youths have already 
died in China, nor the energies behind them, be 
destroyed. The movement for social revolution 
in China may suffer defeats, may temporarily 
retreat, may for a time seem 10 languish, may 
make wide changes in tactics 10 fit immediate 
aims and necessities, may even for a period be 
submerged, be forced underground, but it will 
nol only continue to mature ; in one mutation 
or anather it will eventually win, simply because 
(as this book proves. if it proves anything) ure 
conditions which have given it birth, carry 
in themselves the dynamic necessity for its 
triumph. And that triumph, when it comes, will 
be so mighty, so irresistible in its discharge of 
katabolie energy, that it will consign to oblivion 
the last barbaritics of imperialism which now 
enthral the Eastern world.” 


A defeat for Jupan in this present war would be 
ihe beginning of that discharge and chat triumph. 
Our rulers in this country realise that only too well, 
And it is because of this that they prefer to allow the 
aggressor to have a free hand even though in so 
doing they allow that aggressor to shatter into fra- 
ments the toltering peace of the world. 


TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 


A LONG-DRAWN WAR IN THE FAR EAST 
by Professor Shelley Wang 


(SHELLEY WANG was a Professor of The National Chi-nan University, 


Organiser of the Peasant Movement in the Ri 


the Peasant Department of the Central Execu 


a Minister of the People’s Revolutionary Gov 
Cathay Publishing Company for Left books.] 


f Shanghai ; 
‘olution of 1925-27. and Acting Director of 
'e Committee of the Kuomintang. He was 


rernment of Fukien. 1933, Chief Editor of the 


(1) A LARGE-SCALE UNDECLARED WAR 


Tens of thousands of soldiers have been killed 
and wounded. Innumerable non-combatants 
have lost their lives through the bombing from 
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A pe has started a new war against China. 


the air, through the bombardment by the Japanese 
battleships using the International Seulement in 
Shanghai as a military base, The coast from 
Chinhuangrao to Hainantao, about 2,000 mils, has 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR OCTOBER, 


been blockaded. The area from Kaigan in the north, 
to Hainantao in the south, from Shanghai in the east 
to Tatung in the west. isthe field of Japanese opera 
tions. Japan spends one million pounds daily for 
killing and bombing Chinese in Chinese territory. 
The bombing of Nanking. the Chinese capital, by 
‘one hundred Japanese planes (September 22) was 
euphemistically declared by a Japanese spokesman 
to be an “hors-d'ocuvre” of further large-scale 
massacre of innocent Clrinese civilians, non-com- 
batants and foreign residents—a massacre which 
followed immediately when Canton was bornbed 
on September 23rd, But “ fegally ” speaking, there 
is no war in the Far East! And it is said to be 
extromely difficult for the League of Nations to find 
an appropriate article to caver this curious case ! 
But China. in spite of its weakness, is putting wp a 
nation-wide resistance against the aggressor. The 
Chinese are resisting on all fronts: they have hetd the 
Japanese at Shanghai for more than three weeks, and 
have now strategically withdrawn to a “ Hinden- 
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burg line," which is said to be unbreakable. The 
Japanese have failed 10 carry out their boast that 
Chinese teoops would not be allowed to withdraw 
safely as they did ia 1932, 

There are three front lines of attack in the north. 
The first has been pushed forward from Kalgan 
through Nankow till it now passes Tatung. The 
second along the Peiping-Hankow railway presses 
south-westward. The third. along the Tientsing- 
Pukow Railway, faces south. On every front they are 
meeting with strong resistance. 

‘Why was there nogation-wide resistance at Tsi-nan 
in 1927 when the Japanese marines landed there, 
1B a Chinese diplomat? Why was not a strong 
‘ance put up when the Japanese occupied Man- 
1931? Why did the Shanghai resistance in 
1932 fail to secure the help of the Nanking Govern- 
ment? Why was not the resistance in Suiyuan in 1936 
made the starting point of a united campaign 
to oppose Japan? History will answer these 
questions. 


(2) A UNITED FRONT AND ITS DESTRUCTION 


Edgar Snow is right when he says in his “ Red 
Star Over China” that the Chinese communists 
regarded the successful fulfilment of the * bourgcois- 
democratic " revolution as a necessary preliminary 
for any Socialist socicty which might be established 
later. 

The first stage of this movernent of national Libera» 
tion was therefore a united frant of the Kuomintang 
and the Communist party, 11 was a front made up of 
all classes under the leadership af Chinese “national 
capitalists. Its aim was to retease China from a two- 
fold oppression—imperialism, and its Chinese tools 
the compradores® and feudal remnants composed of 
waclords, corrupt bureaucrats, landlords and 
gentry. But when the Kuomintang came in touch 
ists and their agents. after 


principles were undermined. and it tened 
bayonets against its former allies. The result was the 
disruption of the United Front. 

Then the Communists adopted a new programme. 
‘They found that the “national * capitalists could 
scarcely detach themselves from the cmbrace of 
foreign imperialism. so that they could not fulfil 
the mission of national liberation. “The new pro- 
gramme therefore was to establish a workers’ 
and peasants’ democratic government in order to 
carry out the programme of the United Front. That 
is to say, they had to overthrow the Nanking Gov- 
€rnment and establish a Soviet one. In this way they 
warked to end imperiatist rule in China. 

Meanwhile the Kuomintang took up the old policy 
of the pre-1927 Chinese reformers and warlords 
Guch as Li Hung-chang, Yuan Shih-kai, Wu Peisfu), 
sexking help from forcign imperialists ond their 


Chinese allics in the hope of establishing a modern 


an Unreatened 
this whole plan. To have resisted would have 
wrecked it completely. So Nanking duly answered 
with conciliatory humility 

Nanking proceeded with its efforts to realise its 
plan, The dictator. Chiang Kai-shek. tured his 
forces against Pai Tsung-hsi, now an important 
Ieader of the anti-Sapanese forces. and many other 
Kuomintang military leaders. His idea of National 
unity was that all the provinces must be controlled 
by his own troops. 

In 1930, the Red Anny was rapidly gaining 
strength, and he had to concentrate alll his resources 
to exterminate this new rival. He therefore launched 
the first, second, and third expeditions against the 
Communists. but without success. 

Then, on 18th September, 1930, Japan suddenly 
occupied Manchuria, and immediately, the whole 
ution was fired with a desire for national unity and 
defence. But at that time there existed the nwo 
“ Kwangs " (Kwantung and Kwangsi), a recently 
established dual Government, with Wang Ching-wei 
al its head. Hostilities were going on between this 
Government, which claimed to bc a Kuomintang 
Government, and the other Kuomintang Govern- 
ment al Nanking. At he same time the anti-Red 
campaign was also going on in Kiangsi, the Ith 
Army operating on this front, The national crisis gave 
all these contending groups such a shock thal efforts 
were made to stop hostilitics. The Nanking and 
Kwantung governments were brought together, and 
the 19th Army left Kiangsi for Shanghai, to maintain 
the collaboration beaween Nanking and Kwantung. 
This was the first time that an attempt was made to 
end the biter conflicts within the Kuomintang. But 
apart from the withdrawal of uhe 19th Army the 
campaign against the Communists still went on. 
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Not content with annexing Manchuria, the 
Japanese attacked Shanghai, and the 19th Anmy 
fought their heroic bauile singlehanded. They suc- 
oveded in defending Shanghai for more than 4 
month, but withdrew in good order when driven todo 
50 by lack of reinforcements from the Governnient. 

The occupation of Manchuria met with no resis 
tance, The fierce fighting at Shanghai did not spread 
into @ national war. Why? Because the Nanking 
Government maintained its old policy of depending 
on the imperialist Powers for help towards recovery, 
while maintaining order by milftary force within. A 
shameful slogan was created: * Destroy the enemy 
within in order to defeat the enemy without.” This 
was the root of the nan-resistance policy. 

Party found 
its former policy of establishing a workers’ and 
peasants’ democratic government in order (0 liberate 
China quite impossible. The one thing needful was 
an anti-Japanese National United Front. They 
decided therefore to take the initiative by appealing 
to all groups. In January. 1933, the Red Army issued 
from their red capital Juikin in Kiangsi an appeal to 


(3) THE TUR 


Before we examine this turning point in Chinese 
history: Jet us examine the international situation. 

Because the western Powers «lid nothing (o prevent 
the occupation of Manchuria, all the aggressive 
Powers followed the Japanese example. Maly invaded 
Abyssinia. Germany tore the Versailles Treaty to 
Picces, But these provocative events ted those who 
sincerely desired peace, whether Communist or 
Capitalist, to join forces in self-defence. It was this 
tendency which produced the Franco-Sovier Pact, 
and the formation of the From Populaire Govern- 
ment in France in May, 1936. 

‘The effect of this upon the Fascist countries was. 
to drive them into closer mutual support. The result 
‘was the war in Spain, the fresh aggression in China, 
and the ing of the German-Japanesc anti- 
Communist pact on November 25th, 1936, laly 
unofficially joined the pact and tacitly recognised 
Manchuria in rewrn for the Japanese recognition of 
Abyssi 

Japan wanted to use the pact in order to bring 
China totally under her protection, under the pretext 
of co-operation against communism. The second 
anicte in the pact spexifically provided for China: 

“The contracting states will jointly invite such 
other states whose internal peace is menaced by the 
subversive activitics of the Communist International 
to apply measures of self-defence in the spirit of the 
Present agreement or to participate in the present 
agreeme: 

‘This was a decisive moment for China, China had 
to take sides cither with the Fascist bloc or with the 
Anti-Fascist bloc—with the bloc that desired war or 
with the bloc that desired peace. 

‘The Chinese people began to realise thal to take 
sides with the Fascist bloc meant the end of the 


the Kuomintang Government, to all military leaders 
and to all political teaders and groups of China, 
which said: 

“ We declare before the whole Chinese people that 
the Red Army is prepared to enter into a fighting 
alliance with any army, ot with any body of troops. 
against the Japanese invasion.’ 

But ar this stage there was no suggestion that they 
should change the name of the Red Army and the 
Soviet government. or change their land confiscation 
programme. They wished to join forces with the 
capitalist forces as the Red Army. 

But the Kuomintang, under the leadership of 
Chiang Kai-shek, was not at alt willing to cease 
hostilities with the Communists. On the contrary, he 
Inunched a huge fourth and fifth anti-Red campaign. 
Then the 19th Army entered into an alliance with the 
Red Army and attempted a people's revolution in 
Fukien, but this failed and the Red Army com- 
meneed its historic 6,000 mile march. They eventually 
reached Kansu and Shensi, near the anti-Japancse 
from. The result was that Chinese affairs reached a 
turning point. 


ING POINT 


Chinese nation, with the result that the movernent of 
~ National Salvation “ spread all over the country. 
‘The progranime of the movement is very clear and 
simple. “To unite the country by peaceful means 
and to resist Japanese invasion on a National scale.” 

Chiang Kai-shek himself began to understand that 
everything depended upon this move, but his 
policy was first to annihitate the Communists and 
then to join the anticommunist bloc. He thought 
that when the pretext for Japanese intervention had 
been removed there would be no harm in joining the 
German-Japanese pact. Addressing a meeting in 
8 on November 29th, he said 
nt (the aim of the German-Japanese anti- 
Communist Paci) iso make a united effort to prevent 
the spread of communism.” And he continued: 
“ There is no harm to China in that.” It was stated 
in authoritative quarters that the Nanking Govern 
ment was considering joining the pact. 

Chiang Kai-shek personally conducted the anti- 
Red campaign in the northwest, and planned to 
annihitate the “ Red bandits” with four hundred 
thousand men and three hundred acroplanes in a 
very short time. As he writes in his Sian Diary, “1 
told them that the bandit-suppression campaign had 
bocn prosecuted 10 such a stage that it would require 
only five minutes more to achieve final success.” 

But the five minutes final success was not achieved. 


He was captured by the young Marshal, Chang 
Hsuch-liang, who, ever since the occupation of 
Manchuria by Japan in September 1931, had been 
under the protection of Chiang and was supposed 10 
be his man, His capture gave the opportunity for the 
contradictory forces in Nanking, which had beca 
held in check by the dictator, 10 explode. His chief 
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follower, General Ho Yin-ching. strongly advocated 
a civil war against Sian, even at the risk of the dicta- 
tor's own life, This made the dictator think. It was 
still more curious that those who released him were 
his enemies, the * Red bandits,” and that the people 
who advocated a peaceful settlement were those who 
were advocating a National United Front throughout 
the country, together with the members of his family, 
his wife and his brothers-in-law T. V. Soong and 
H.H. Kung. 

Tt thus became clear to him that before he could 
establish a great army of his own to govern the whole 
country and destroy all other forces, his friends 
might betray him. He accepted the eight points pro- 
posal (subsequently condensed into six). submitted 
(o him as an ultimatum on his capture, after he had 
had three interviews with the Communist leader. 
Chow En-lai, Here are, however, the famous eight 
points: 

(1) Reorganise the Nanking Government and 
admit all partics to share the joint responsibility of 
national salvation, 


(2) End all civil war immediately and adopt the 
policy of armed resistance against Japan. 

(3) Retease the (seven) leaders of the patriotic 
movement in Shanghai: 

(4) Pardon all political prisoners. 

(3) Guarantce the people liberty of assembly. 

(© Safeguard the people's rights of patriotic 
organization and political liberty. 

(J) Put into effect the will of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 

(8) Immediately convene a National Salvation 
conference. 


I was told by a leader of mass organisation in Sian 
that when Chiang and Chang left Sian for Nanking, 
and Yang Hu-cheng, the leader of the Shensi troops, 
saw them off, Chiang said co Yang, “In this half 
month it is you and General Chang who have pre- 
vented civil war; from now on I shall guarantee that 
a civil war in China will not be allowed.” From this 
moment Chiang Kai-shek decided to stop the ci 
war, 


(4) THE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT AGAIN 


He carried these new ideas back to Nanking. The 
Third Plenary Session of the Kuomintang was con- 
voned in Nanking beween February | Sth and 22nd. 
A five-point proposal was submitted to the Kuomin- 
tang by the Communis 

(1) The eessation of all civil war, and the con- 
centration of the entire power of the nation to resist 
forcign aggression. 

Q) Freedom of spooch, of the Press, and of 
assembly and association, and a general amnesty for 
all political prisoners. 

3) The convening of a National Congress with 
Fepresontatives from all parties, groups, sections and 
armies, and the rallying of all forces capable of works 
ing for the national salvation of China. 

(4) The rapid and complete fulfilment of all pre- 
paratory work necessary for an armed struggle 
against Japan. 

(5) Improvement of the conditions of the people.” 

In return for the acceptance of thesc proposals, the 
Communist Party gave the Kuomintang the following 
assuranecs: 

"To cease the armed struggle to overthrow the 
Kuomintang Government and to adopt the following 
Policy: 

() The Chinese Red Armics to become the 
National Revolutionary Army. which will be under 
the direct control of the Central Nanking Govern- 
ment and the Government's Military Affairs Com- 
mission. 

(2) The Soviet Government to become the Chinese 
Republic Special Arca Government. 

Q) To introduce the democratic sysiem of govern- 
‘ment in the territory under the Special Area Govern. 
‘ment. 

@) To suspend the policy of land confiscation. 


(5) Strictly to fulfil the common programme of a 
united anti-Japanesc National from." 

After discussion, the Plenary Session of the 
Kuomintang laid down four points as the conditions 
of collaboration. They are as follows: 

(1) The abolition of the Red Army and its ine 
corporation into the Nation's armed forces under 
unified command, 

(2) Unification of Government power in the hands 
of the Central Government, and dissolution of the 
so-called " Chinese Sovier Republic” and other 
organisations, detrimental 10 governmental unity. 

Q) Absolute cessation of Communistic propa- 
ganda which is diametrically opposed to Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen's * three principtcs,” 

(4) Abandonment of the class struggle 
Splits socicty into antagonistic classes and 
mutual destruction, 

Tt scems at the first glance that the appeal has been 
lady refused and that if the Communist Party 
accepts the resolution, it is a complete surrender to 
Chiang Kai-shek. 

Dut under the anti-Red wording we can perceive 
that the uaditional spirit of te Kuomintang of 
1925-27 is reviving and that here is uhe possibility of 
‘establishing a National Front. 

Firstly the meeting did not refuse co discuss the 
question and went so far as to admit the desiral 
of co-operation in principte but on conditions, whil 
before the Sion affair, the communiss “ bandits,” 
‘were to be annihilated by four hundred thousand 
{troops and three hundred acroplancs. 

Socondly, although owing to their strong wording 
the four conditions did not seem very acceptable they 
‘were really not yery far from the five points laid down 
‘by the Communists. 


hich 
cs. 
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The first condition of the abolition of the Red 
Army and its incorporation into the National Armed 
Forees coincides with the first point of the Commun. 
ist assurances. The second condition of the Kuom- 
inuang, the dissolution of the “ Soviet Republic,” 
coincides with the first part of the Communist second 
assurance. The thicd and fourth conditions secm un- 
acceptable, but if we strip off all absurd theatrical 
garb, the fourth and the fifth of the Communist 
assurances will meet these conditions. 

Edgar Snow's book recounts what happened after 
Chiang returned from Sian, and contains a careful 
and interosting analysis of Wang Ching-wei's and 
Chiang Kai-shek's sposches which shows how 
cleverly they were planned to set in motion the 
moverneat for reunion, 

‘The Communist Party submitted to the Kuomin- 
tang a programme of co-operation consisting of five 
seetions which 1 shall deal with fully in my book 
* China To-day.” The essential thing is that both of 
them, after ten years’ experience, found it impossible 
to achieve the aim of the liberation of the Chinese 
people by any one force, by any single party or class, 
‘To combine aif the forces, all the partics and political 
groups, and alf classes, cxcepl traitors, is the only 
way to face the immediate menace of Japanese terri+ 
torial aggression. 

In this way Chiang Kai-shek discarded the old 
policy of * Destroy the encinics within. then defeat 
the enemies without.” Meanwhile the Communists 
decided to postpone their programme of establishing 
a Workers’ and Peasants’ Soviet Democratic Gov= 
ernment and of confiscating the land of landlords. 

The Communist leader Wan Min thus explains the 


int of view arising from the changed political 


situation: 
(1) Whereas formerly itwas: 
tang or the C.P. of China, now it is no longer a 
struggle between the Kuomintang and the C.P. of 
China, but rather collaboration between the C.P. and 
the Kuomintang and other organisations and a joint 
struggle against the Japancse marauders. 

(2) Whereas formerly it was: either the Red 
Ammy or the Nanking troops, now it is not a question 
of a civil war between the Red Army of China and 
the other Chincse troops, but of the establishment of 
an all-Chinese United National Army, including the 
Chinese Red Army and all other Chinese troops, for 
a joint struggle against the Japanese Imperialists. 

(3) Whereas formerly the question was ; cither 
the power of the Kuomintang, or Soviet power, now 
itis the creation of an all-Chinese National Govern- 
ment on the basis of a united democratic republic by 
merging the different forms of power existing in 
China so as to bring about the unification of the 
forees of the nation and to strengthen the national 
defence of China, 


This historical explanation is cnough to answer 
why the nation wideresistance did not happen before 
bul has now suddenly developed as the result of the 
incidents at Loukowehiao and Shanghai, which, if 
the Nanking Government had followed its previous 
policy, would have resulted in another humiliating 
agreement, as was predicted in a London paper. 

But China is now united and therefore she stands 
up to her enemy without hesitation. 3 

‘Thus the long drawn-out war commences. 


ither the Kuomin- 


(5) WHO ARE FIGHTING THE BATTLE, & FOR WHOM? 


But who are fighting the battle, and for whom? 
Since the establishment of the Chinese Republic in 
1911, we have hada series of wars fought by the 
great warlords. Each group represented one or 
several imperialist Powers as well as certain feudal 
clements, ‘The saldiers were thus compelled to fight 
for the interests of imperialists and feudalists. They 
sacrificed their bives for those who oppressed them, 

During the Revolution af 1925-27, the National 
Revolutionary armies fought against the imperialists 
but mainly against the northern warlords—the land 
lords who ruled the peasanis in the country, The 
soldiers fought for their own cause, but it was mainly 
a class war. A united front of National Capitalists, 
urban petit-bourgeoisic, peasants and workers 
fought against the compradores and the feudal 
remnants, It was clear that some sections of 
united front—the capitalists and a part of the petit- 
bourgeoisie—could be won over by the rea 
classes, and it was this which caused the split 

Aller 1927, there were ten years of civil war. The 
culing classes fought among themselves, and there 
‘were cruc| battles between the ruling and oppressed 
classes. 

All these baities bad hitherto been for a class or & 
group of Chinese people, revolutionary or reaction- 
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ary, and ugainst another group or a class of peopte, 
reactionary or revolutionary. But the war this time 
is different, 11 is for the existence of the whole nation 
and all classes. 

China is still an agricultural country. Eighty-five 
per cent. of the population are pewsants. Peasants 
aire the most patriotic class. Most of the nationalist 
secret under the Manchu regime were com- 
posed largely of peasants. The Japanese occupation 
of Manchuria has taught thom that the Japanese 
occupation meant handing over the land to the 
Japanese and Koreans. They would lose their" life 
if China fell into Japanese hands. The land- 
lords'share the same feeling and the same fate. The 
dustrial workers have experienced crue! treatment 
the Japanese factories, especially in Shanghai and 
Tsingtao, hence their strong anti-Japancse fecling, 
intensified by the Japanese export of textile goods to 
China, which destroyed Chinese national industries. 
The most devastating attack on Chinese national 
capitalists was the * special trade "—as the Japanese 
call the smuggling carried on by themselves—and the 
building of Japanese factories on Chinese territory. 
If we cannot do away with these Japanese " special 
interests “ in China, there will be no chance for the 
Chinese national industries to survive, Even those 
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imperialist tools, the compradores, would benefit by 
a successful war against Japan. 

The Japanese have never allowed foreign interests 
a place in the territory occupied. That being so, the 
economic fate of the compradores, who ally them- 
selves with European and American capitalist inter- 
sts, is sealed should Japan seize the whote of China. 
The western countries scem oblivious of the threat (0 
their own interests, but the compradores know what 
is likely to happen. During the Shanghai war in 1932. 
the Capitalists, especially the compradore capitali 
were reluctant to support Chinese Nationalis 
because they relied on help from the western Powers, 
But since nothing has actually been done, they now: 
know that they must decide their own fate. 

So, this has become a wat of all classes, and for all 
classes, except a few traitors belonging 10 the 
Japanese section of the compradores. ‘That is the 
meaning of this new unprecedented! national unity. 

But of course we cannot overloak the hardships of 
the workers and peasants, We cannot expect men to 
sacrifice their lives merely for abstract ideals or for 
something very cemote [rom their own expericnce. 
Though the defeat of the nation would be the end of 
all freedorn, especially under the cruel Japanese rule 
of which the examples could be found in Korea and 
Formosa, the more immediate troubles of the workers 
might easily blind them to this possibility, 

These are the questions that are now being diss 
cussed by the Chinese Government and among all 
political groups. The programme of co-operation 
drafled by the Communist Party has a separate 
section dealing with the “ improvement of the con- 
ditions of the poopl 

IC is clear that certain reforms must be granted 
immediately such as the abolition of the " big 10 per 
cent." which means the hundred and ten per cent. 
exactions in the Northern provinces. The peasants 
who have not even a plot of land for themselves must 
have enough to maintain them, something which they 
can cling to and defend. 

This national crisis offers the most favourable 
‘opportunity for all classes to make concessions for 

their common interests. The proletarian party has 
already taken the fead in making an important 
change in their policy—the suspension of the con- 
fiscation of the landlords’ land. On this poi 
must notice an important remark in Edgar Snow's 
book (p, 458) that, "This did not mean the return 
of tand to the landlords in areas where redistribution 


(6) ARMS FOR CHIN 


While China is fighting for her own cause and 
united in this struggle, China is also fighting for 
world justice and peace. 

The world is divided into (wo blows, the peace 
bloc and the anti-peace bloc, the anti-Fascist bloc 
and the Fascist bloc, and us a consequence the 
Japanese invasion is of international significance, 
That is why after Japan occupied Manchuria the 
Geld of war moved to Abyssinia, then to Spain, and 


had already been realised, but an agreement lo 
abandon the practice in new districts under Red 
control.” 

The improvement of the workers’ life is also 
essential. But this must not be carried out for the 
present to the point at which the national unity would 
be split, for this means life and death to the nation, as 
well as to every Chinese. So, in one of Mao Tso 
tung’s telegrams he declared that the workers’ de- 
mands must not be carricd so far as to be imolerable 
to the capitalists. 

All these revolutionary compromises will assure 
the national unity and make everyone understand 
and feel that they are fighting for a common cause, 

‘One cannot overtook the possibility of the com: 
pradores and financial capitalists offering once again 
to compromise with Japan cspeciatly if Britain and 
America press for more concessions to Japan. But 
if the wo leading partics—the Kuomintang and the 
Communist Pany—and the other political groups, 
will stand firmly together; that is, if the united from 
of warkers, peasants, ' urban’ petit-bourgeosie, 
industrial capitalists and landowners will firmly 
support the defensive war, then that defence will not 
break down and the nation will be saved, 

Such harmony and such a programme will take 
sonic time for its full realisation, but we have already 
witnessed the remarkable spectacle of differences 
among them ceasing to exist. Mao Tse-Tung, the 
former President of Soviet China, has now been 
invited to join the Supreme Advisory Council of 
National Defence in Nanking. ‘The 100,000 Red 
lroops have been rmamed the @th Route Army and 
are still ed by their former leaders Chu Tch and Peng 
‘Teh-hwai, and stranger still, in the Shansi province, 
which has boen ruled by General Yen Hsi-shan for 
thirty-seven years, the door has been opened for a 
Red Army to enter. At the beginning of this month 
(September) there was a rumour that Yen was 
1g directly with Japan, One might well 
because a warlord would surrender to any 
‘enemy in order to keep his own territory and mule, 
and a warlord cannot allow any other's army to enter. 
his land. But now, Yen's troops fight side by side 
the former Red Army. That means that to face 
¢ national crisis, a warlord can give up his rule! 
Alt this shows the possibility of a real National 
United Front Government and great concessions by 
the ruling classes in order that a real internal har- 
many may be reached. 


then to the Far East again, If the present Japanese 
aggression cannot be stopped, a world disaster will 
certainly ensue. Germany proclaims that Japan's 
war inChina is an anti-Red crusade. But who are the 
Reuls the Japanese are fighting against ? Are they the 
Shanghai, in Nanking, in Tient- 
. in Pootung and the inhabitants of sur- 
rounding villages and tbe British Ambassador in 
China, Sir Hughe Kamtchbull-Hugessen, arc, ? Many 
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. 
schools have been blown up in Shanghai and in other 
provinces. In Kiangsi two American missionary 
schools were destroyed as well as an agricultural 
college. Factories are being burned down covery day. 
Do all these represent Red culture? 11 is not di 
cult to see what the German-Japanese anti-Com- 
munist pact really means. It is plainly a war policy 
regardless of every principle of humanity and justice, 

With regard to the economic interests of the 
Powers, interests which are scriously threatened by 
this latest Japancse aggression, one can derive some 
uscful information from a recent article in The 
Times of August 20th which deals specifically with 
the injury suffered by Bi in 

“British investments in Shanghai 
approximately £180,000,000. The distri 
this investment is of the first importance in getting 
aclear conception of the significance of the Shanghai 
fighting to British interests. 

‘The outstanding fact is that, of the amount just 
stated approximately £100.000,000 is invested in the 
district known as Yangtzepoo, an arca which lies 
along the north bank of the Whampoo River, which 
forms the * part" of Shanghai. 

Until the outbreak of the fighting this area. like 
all others in the International Settte:;nent, was under 
the control of the Settlement police, but as a conse- 
quence of the fighting the police have been with: 
drawn, the control of the whate of the seulement 
being north of the Soachow Crock having passed to 
the Japanese Army and Navy, Accordingly British 
Property in that area is subject to such degree of 
contral as the Japanese Commander may choose to 
exercise aver it, and some of it, notably the Broad: 
way Mansions Hotel, and the Astor Housc Hotel, 
and the Ews Brewery. is being used for military 
purposes." 

After mentioning by name many concerns, show- 
ing the importance and variety of B, 
‘Yangtzepoo, the article eantinues : 

On the other side of the Whampoo lies Pootung 
wh'eh has been reported as being heavily under fire, 


lies between the Soochow Creck and the French 
Concession atso represents a large investment of 


British Capital... , 

Ic is at Shanghai, it is scarcely necessary to add, 
that a good half, if not more, of Great Britain's 
‘wade with China is donc. Last year imports to China 
from Great Britain were approximately 1 per cent. 
of China's total imports. While most classes of 
Dritish industry are represented in the trade, the most 
important are the iron and steel machinery, machine 
tools, chemical, cotton and wootten industries. 

But Britain has $0 far taken no action 1 protect 
these interests. 


h-owned ships navigating 
ity of Hong Kong and Canton have been 
lerfered with by Japanese cruisers. Japan 
has now established a military base on Pratas Island 
which threatens the safety of Hong Kong—but 
Britain still elects 10 wait and see. 


Nor has America taken any action so far. The 
‘AmericanGovernment has modelted its poticy onthat 
adopted by Great Britain at the time of the occupa~ 
ff Manchuria, (which action was then bitterly 
iscd by Stimson). It is even worse indeed. for 
only the Japanese press has praised President 
Roosevelt's order forbidding Government-owned 
vesscls lo carry arms, munitions, or implements of 
war to China or Japan and his warning to private 
shipping companics that if they engage in such 
rraffic they must do so at their own risk, Since there 
is danger in sending arms to China and there is no 
danger in sending arms and war matcrials to Japan, 
this order will help Japan cnormously. r could 
do nothing worse than that, It is rue that “Since the 
Neutrality Act has not been formally invoked, there 
is nO reason at present why war supplics manu- 
factured in the United States cannot still be shipped 
to China in vessels under other flags, provided that 
the owners are willing to take the risk ” (The Man- 
chester Guardian Weekly, Sep. \7th). Pro-Chinese 
feeling in America is considerable and Americans 
are even organising volunteers fur China. It may be, 
therefore, that they will do what they can for us. 
But this order will do much damage to the friend- 
ship between these two countrics and to the cause of 
world peace and justice as well, especially in view of 
the fact that America is committed by the Nine- 
Power Treaty to preserve the political independence 
and territorial integeity of China. 

Can we expect any help from the League of 
Nations? Afier a quict, simple and most skilful (as 
described in The Times, Sept. 16th) speech in the 
Assembly by Dr. Wellingion Koo, ™ several dete- 
gates rose 10 shake his hand during the severat 
minutes of general clapping.” This may be a sign of 
international solidarity, but effective action such as 
sanctions are not likely to be expected. Dr. Welling: 
ton Koo has outlined what is the minimum the 
League could do. He asked that the members should 
take note of this policy of continued armed aggres« 
sion, and should denounes it ; that they should, as 
the British Government had already done, denounce 
the practice of indi ate bombing. and that 
they should repudiate the itlegal blockade of the 
Chinese coast. Finally, on acccu.t of the utmost 
gravity of the Far Eastern situation the Chinese 
Government appealed for urgent action by the 
League, invoking artictes 10, 11 and 17, ‘The Nyon 
Conference showed what could be done, given the 
will for action. If the members would take action, 
they could. 

A Japanese diplomat has said that this is nota war 
‘between Japan and China, but a war between Japan 
and Great Bi 
said that this is awar between Japanand ci . 
But, unfortunately Britain, the United States, and 
the other interested Powers have so far protected 
neither their interesis nor their prestige. Only che 
Chinese are making sacrifices for a cause which is 
really everybody's. 

Te might be argued that the Chinese cannot eet 
help from other Powers because the Reds arc in the 
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National United Front, and because China has 
reverted (o the internal position of 1925-27, A word 
of further explanation is necessary. As the inter- 
national situation changes, the form of the Chinese 
struggle for national liberation has likewise changed. 
‘To-day it is not a war against all forcign Powers. 
but a war against foreign aggression. China is one 
of the parties involved in the line-up of aggressive 
Powers on the one hand and the Powers desiring 
peace on the other. China has already signed the 
non-aggression Pact with the U.S.S.R. China would 
be glad if France, Britain, and the United States, 
and indeed all the other Powers, would sign a similar 
pact with China. Several Communist leaders have 
also expressed a friendly attitude toward the 


demoer: 
articles, 

China has every reason to fight, both for her own 
cause and for the cause of others. Once China 
” goes to war against the aggressors, she will never 
turn back " (Chiang Kai-shek). She will fight (0 the 
last drop of blood. But she cannot fight with naked 
fists against armoured cars, tanks, airplanes, shells 
and bombs. We do not expect too much from those 
who still have some respect for Chinese territorial 
imegrity, from those who are under realy obligations 
to preserve it, from those whose own interests are io 
danger, and from those who still uphold international 
peace and justia, But there is one thing nesdful. 

We need arme to carry on the etruggte! 


ic Powers in speeches, telegrams and 


PROPOSAL FOR CONCRETE MEASURES 
AND ACTION AGAINST THE AGGRESSOR 


Submitted to the Meeting of the General Council of the International Peace Campaign 


held at Geneva. September \3th-14th, 


1937, by Mr. H. D, Liem, Honorary 


Secretary. on behalf of the China National Peace Committee. 


This Proposal was adopted by the Meeting. 
I, PREAMBLE 


Ma. Paesivent, Lapits AND GENTLEMEN, 

On behalf of the China National Peace Committee, 
I wish to express here the profound grief which we 
share equally with our Czechostovakian friends at 
the loss of Dr, Masaryk, and may I beg my Czecho- 
slovakian colleagues here to convey to their people 
‘our deepest condolence, 

In this gathering, I do not propose to dwell on 
the events taking place in my country. ‘They are too 
well known to need reiteration. What doves scem to 
me most important, however, is to call your attention 
to a new technique Which has set in in imernational 
Practice and diplomacy. 

‘There is now a tendency af creating incidents and 
provocations in order to be provided with a pretext, 
or a supposed casis belli, 1o launch an aggression on 
the territory of another slate. 

Qn the one band this policy has as its consequence 
the making of war without declaring war in order 10 
ns arising out of bilateral and 
multilateral treaties and pacts to which the aggressor 
is.a party : on the other, the aggressor would uphold 
the sanctity of certain (reatics if by so doing he could 
serve his own national policy. Obviously, cach of 
these courses is a glaring contradiction of the 
other, 

Or, again, when it suits the aggressor lo ignore or 
evade the verdict of guilty pronounced by the nations 
of the world and by public opinion, he would leave 
the League of Nations which is the society ef civilised 


nations who desire to see the rule of law permanenuy 
governing our civilised society. The aggressor would 
resort 10 leaving the League so that he could go on 
with his aggression and violation of the League 
Covenant and treaties with absolute impunity. 

Then, lastly, to justify his action, the aggressor wil 
misinterpret of distort the meaning of certain terms 
and phrases and use cuphemistic phrases, ¢.g.. the 
act of aggression is interpreted as “an act of self- 
defence in the larger sense of the word.” etc, 

Consequently. it has now becn made abundantly 
clear that the action of certain aggressors has pushed 
the world back into primitive civilisation, where, 
not the rule of law, but the law of the jungle operates. 

My country, China, has been made the first test- 
case of aggression, Manchuria established a preco- 
dent, because when she was invaded by Japan, col- 
lective security, the sanctity of treaties, in fact all 
the safeguards of peace were flouted by the aggressor, 
who ought himself to have been arraigned before 
the supreme court of international justice, and of 
public opinion. 

Then came Abyssinia, the second test-case, in 
which sanctions were tested and miserably failed. 
Next came Spain, where invasion and open inter 
vention were carried 10 the of a farce, 100 
obvious for words, without the world being able to 
do anything about it. 

Now for uke second time my country is made 
test-case. The world will be the loser if in this est 
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‘the world should fail China; because it means that 
No security is assured (0 any nation ! 

{a putting forward concrete measures and action 
against aggression, [ shall first take up the discussion 


generally and in principle and then lay special 
emphasis on what is going on in my counuy, [ 
hope we shall make this the last test case of the 
League. 


Il. GENERAL POLICY 


Uniess something positive and definite is done 
ith determination, undeclared war in the Far East 
i open and tacit combinations 
and alliances, light another world-wide conflagration, 
The aims and purposes for which the International 
Peace Campaign stands. as contained in the four 
points of its programme, are practical and cffect 
Provided they be translated into fact. We must con 
sequently endow ourselves with the right spirit and 
determination to carry them out effectively, 

The peace thesis of our National Commines, as 
Professor Shelley Wang emphasised at the opening 
session of the Internajional Peace Congress in 
Brussels Iast autumn and at the Mecting of the 
General Council, also held in Brussels. last Daccmber, 
was briefly this 

The idea of resistance against aggression 
does not mean war, but is ultimately working 
to preserve peace. If the aggressor violates 
the sanctity of treaties, we must strongly urge 
thar the League of Nations act according to 
the spirit taid down by the Covenant. 

Mf a State begins unprovoked aggression, 
making war without doclaring war, in the 
territory of another State, we must demand 
that the League shall apply Articles 16 und 17 
Gin the case of a non-member aggressor) 10 
checkmate the wanton aggression of the 
former and defend in every way possible, 

+ moral and material, the State whose territory 
is being invaded. 

L conclude therefore: let resistance against aggres- 
sign and undeclared war be we spirit of our struggle 
to carry out the four poins of our programme in 
‘our united offort to safeguard world Peace. 

The LP.C, derives its ‘strength and authority from 
the support of the masses and peace-lovers of the 


world. It speaks with the voice and authority of 
more than 40 international and 750 national organi« 
sations, which in tum represent in the aggregate 
400,000,000 men and women, The action of safe- 
riding peace must consequently be sought in their 
and force of concerted action for peace. 

The peace forces of the world, and in every country 
as well, must have in mind certain concrete measures 
in support of peace and of the victim of aggressi 
in order that they may be able to impose their will 
for peace upon the aggressor by * beating down the 
aggressor to his knows,” so that never again in the 
future shall any Power have recourse 19 war and 
aggression for the promotion of its national policy 
when the roud to peaceful settlement of disputes is 
Still wide open, 

The scope of activitics of such a mass movement 
is wide ; and, if that mass movement were carried 
owt with vigour and proper direction, it is capable 
of achieving far-reaching results, The masses of the 
world must show that they are determined to safe- 
guard the peace that they cherish, which is the 
guarantwe of their national, personal and family 
existence and security against the horrors of war— 
which is the preservation of civilisation. the rule of 
faw and international justice. 

When public opinion of the world has been 
aroused and mass movement organised and set in 
motion, it will then be able to bring its (ores and 
influence to bear upon the aggressor, crushing like 
a steam roller all obstactes that fit path. 

Such a mass movement must be guided by (our 
principal measures : 

(t) Political, 

(2) Economic, 
3) Technical, and 
@) Humanitarian, 


IH. POLITICAL MEASURES 


|. To support China’s appeal co the League of 
Navons for : 

@) the reversal of the League's previous 
Passive attitude and inaction in the face of 
continued violation of its Covenant and 
eatics ; 

@ the adoption of an international policy 
based on the application of Articles 16 and 
17 of the Covenant. to restore peace by 
opposing aggression. especially the Japancse 
invasion of China; 

© the support of other measures, pro- 


posed by China, which will end this unde- 
clared war and resiore peace but without 
infringing China's terricorial integrity. sove- 
reignty and political independence; 

GA) summoning the aggressor. Japan, to 
fulfil her obligations under the Nine-Power 
Treaty and the Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1 both 
of which she is a co-signatory, # 

2. ‘To create u world mass movement that will 
arouse public opinion in every country to a reali 
lion of : 

(0) the present menace 19 world peace; 
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(®) the dangers of permitting the establish 
ment of a precedent which might be the pre- 
lude of repeated violation and aggression; 

(©) the necessity of : 

strengthening the idea of collective security; 

sarrying out the collective punishment of 

the aggressor ; 
compelling the aggressor to respect the 
Sanctity of treaties; 

and inducing the aggressor to agree 10 a 
peaceful settlement of all outstanding 
disputes. 


anda will be carried out in the 
press, by the radio, films, lectures, exhibitions and 
publications, It must give ctear and accurate informa- 
tion on the trucstate of affairs and the real situation 
in China and the Far Fast. It must be co-ordinated 
and presented with the view of driving home certain 
essential points, It must act as a link with the mass 
movement itself, the propaganda serving as the 
guide of the latter. 

Mass meetings, conferences, and demonstrations 
will be held for the following purposes : 


@ to adopt resolutions in support of the 
victim of ageression and pass them on to the 
press, ministers, members of parliament, 
political and social organisatio 

(6) to hold protest demonstrations against 
Japan's aggression in China; 

(0) toscnd protests to the Japanese Foreign 
Office, the ministers of the Army and the 
Navy in Tokio, the Japanese embassies and 
diptomatic representatives in every country, 
and to the Government of each country for 
information; 

(d) to have individuals and organisations 
urging the representative or deputy of their 
respective constituencies to bring their collec- 
tive influence to bear upon their government, 
so that the government, in turn, should adopt 
8 policy that will end this undeclared war, 
re-establish peace in the territory of the victim 
of aggression, restore the feeling of security 
fo the world, and prevent the victim from 
having its sovercignty and territorial integrity 
viotated, and, finally, to prevent the repetition 
of such aggression in the future. 


Iv. ECONOMIC MEASURES 


Before putting forward my proposat on economic 
measures to be 1aken to punish the aggressor, may I 
draw your attention to the essential fact that the 
aggressor depends, economically and financially, on 
most countrics of the world. The facts and figures 
below are taken from the informative leaflet issued 
by the League of Nations Union, London, 

Japan, like almost all other countries, suffered 
economically from the 1929 slump. Her total pro- 
duction was about halved by 1931 and her exports 
and imports also went down almost by half. By a 
system of intensive export at cheap rates, however, 
together with currency depreciation, she recovered 
faster than most industrial States, and by 1933-34 
the position was restored to the pre-slump level. 

Japan is short of raw materials for her industry, 
and barely self-sufficient in food with the aid of her 
empire. About 47 per cent, of the population of 
69,250,000 is cngaged in agriculture, the rest in 

trade and industry ; but the value of agricultural 
products was. in 1933, only 24 per cent, of the 
national production, as compared with 67 per cent. 
of industrial output. The total value of her trade 
in 1933 was Yen 14,428,300,000. 

Of Japanese production 3°5 per cent. (in 1934) 
was exported, of which 6-4 per cent. consisted of 
primary products, and 93-6 per cent, manufactured 
Gods. Of her manufactures over 20 per cent. were 
exported. The ratio of her imports to toual demand 
was 31-5 por cent. of which 69-9 per cent. was raw 
materials and 30-1 per cent. manufactured goods. 

IN is therefore clear that Japan is dependent upon. 
imports for much of her internal cconomy, Her 
increase in population is some 500,000 yearly, and 
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this must be absorbed into the industrial system, 
since agriculture is already over-crowded, and out- 
Jets for emigration arc restricted. 

‘According to the League of Nations Review of 
Wortd Trade, 1936, in 1935 Japanese imports were 
Yen 2,472,000,000 as compared to exports of Yen 
2,499,000,000. Japanese forcign trade was princi- 
Pally distributed as follows; 


Imports from: Exports 10; 

USA. 32-8 per cent. 21-4 per cent. 
China Beto NO 
India Sy ms 
Australia oS ow 30 ow 
67-9 69 on 


We can therefore see that if the four countries, 
together with the whole British Empire, placed a 
commercial embargo apart from the heavy 
military expenditure incurred in war, it would have 
a very serious effect on Japan, 

And now may I propose the following concrete 
economic measures : 


1. Break the Japanese Blockade 
of China 
To supply China with all moral, material and 
technical assistance, in the form of: 
financial assistance, 
supply of arms, munitions and plazes, 
raw materials and foodstuffs, 
technical assistance of which China stands 
sorely in need. 
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a to break the Japanese 
blockade of China. especially as Japan's blockade 
of China is detrimental to the interests of the Powers 
with whom not only China, but Japan herself, is stil 
in normal political and cconomic retationship. 


2. Prevent the Declaration of 
Embargo on China 

To prevent the governments of the Powers from 
declaring an embargo on the export of arms and 
munitions to China, because such an act merely 
favours the aggressor, the stronger State who has 
long been prepared for its aggression, and further 
belps the aggressor to strangle the victim, the weaker 
country. 


3. Economic Sanctions on Japan 


Place an embargo and declare an economic 
sanction against the aggressor in the form of: 


refusal of financial assistance, direct and 
indirect: 

embargo on arms, munitions, planes. raw 
and war materi 

refrain from sending technical assistance: 

closing the markel of the country to 
Japanese goods. 


In short, to ccase all economic, political and social 
relationship with Japan. 


4, The Masses (People) Must Act 
Independently 


If economic sanctions which have been resolved 
by the League against the aggressor cannot be 
carried out by the member-States, the people of cack 
State will take it upon themselves to carry them out 
independently, 


V. TECHNICAL AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 


1. Medical Relief 


Medical aid for the victims of war, 
relief for their dependents. 
collection of relief funds. 


2. Technical Assistance 


To extend technical assistance to China by helping 
to organise her defence against aggression; military. 
economic, financial, organisational, propaganda and 
the " home front"; and finally, by helping to csta- 
blish the closest contact possible between the people 
of China and outside countries, 


3. The I.P.C. Delegation 


The L.P.C, will send a Peace Delegation 10 the Far 
East with the following objects: 

(@) to investigate and discover practical 
and effective methods of safeguarding peace 
in the Par Eas 

(© to assis in every way possible the 
furtherance of the peace movement, cspeci- 
ally the resistance of the Chinese people 
against the aggressor; 

(©) oven if war seemed to have come to an 
¢nd, 10 maintain the closest possible contact 
with World peace forces and keep surveillance 
over developments in China, in order that 
peace which has been restored will not again 
be broken, violated, molested or even 
menaced by other acts of aggression; 

@ (0 act as a liaison between the peace- 
loving Chinese people and peace-lovers of the 
world represented by the 1.P.C. and all its 
efiiliated and associate organisations. 


* * 


* 


4. Protection of Chinese Cultural 
Life and Institutions 


To establish an intellectual co-operation between 
the Chinese people and the people of the world, to 
protect Chinese culture and cducational life and 
institutions from being «estroyed deliberately by 
Japanese military barbarism. as the bombing of the 
Nankai University, Tientsin, and its magnificent 
library, also the total destruction of the renowned 
Oricntal Library in Shanghai. back in 1932. 


5. Suppression of the Japanese 
Drug Traffic in China 


To carry on a campaign against Japan's open 
encouragement of the drug traffic in China by 
inducing other producing countries to stop exporting 
drugs into China, Japan's deliberate fostering of 
the open drug traffic is obviously aiming at the 
physical wrecking of the Chinese people, in order 
that the Chinese people may not stand up to resist 
by physical force, The Chinese Government has 
been taking a strong hand in the suppression of the 
drug habit, but international co-operation i 
necessary, 


6. Exhibition of Inhuman Atrocities 
of Aggression 


To expose the atrocitics of aggression which Japan 

carries out under such cuphemistic mottos as“ paci- 

suppression of Chinese bunditry,” 

* safeguarding peace and ci 

isation in the Far East from the bolshevik menace, 
cle, 


* * 
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FOUR FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE CAMPAIGN 


1. Recognition of the sane 
tions. 

2. Reduction and limitation of armaments by a, oe ane 
international agreentent and the suppression of profit 4+ Establishment within the framework of the 
from the manufacture of arms. League of Nations of effective machinery for the 

3. Strengthening of the League of Nations for the femedying by peaceful means of international condi- 
prevention and stopping of war by the more effective tions that might lead to war. 


‘of treaty obliga. 


organisation of Collective Security and Mutual 
Assistance, 


PEACE SLOGAN OF THE CHINA NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE: 


“The spirit of resistance against aggression 
should be the spirit to fight for peace!” 


THE GROUPS MONTH BY MONTH 


by Dr. John Lewis 
Organi 


(A) DRIVE FOR A THOUSAND GROUPS 


7 of the Local Groups 


E now have 673 Groups, but when f go Hanworth Ormskirk Stone 
WY trccten our card index of members fam Harlech Osterley Stomoway 

still concerned (o come across from time Kidder- Oxted Stourbridge 
10 Lime a soction of forty or fifty cards representing minster Penrith Tamworth 
our membership in an area in which there is no Kidwelly Perivate Thetford 
Group. Where this is the case presumably every- Loughborough Ponders End Totnes 
body is waiting for everybody else to take the first. — Lytham Porth Trealaw 
step. A$ you read these notes will you adopt the Malden Purley Tylerstown 
‘opposite procedure and send me a posicard at once Melton Pwllheli Uttoxeter 
=I don't mind how many I get—saying "1 should Mowbray Runcorn Wealdstone 
like there 10 be a Group in Kidderminster," or one Morecambe Rutherglen = Wellling 
of the following towns and villages Mountain Ash Saffron Welling: 

Deal Musselburgh Walden borough 
ectcarn tae Danian Neath Seven Kings Whitechurch 
‘Anglesey Bricrtey Dindall Newron-Ie Southwold’ Widnes 
Audenshaw Buckhurst Hill Dumfries Willows Stanmore Willenhall 
Bacup Cardigan Exith ‘There are still a few London postal districts in 
Bangor Castleford Falmouth which no Groups have teen formed. Postcards 
Beverley Cheam Ferndale lease | 

ingham = Clonmel Fishguard LONDON 
Bilston Colwyn Bay Forinby \ 
Blacnau Cork Glanamman SW.2 ES N4 NIL SEI2 NW 
Blaina Darwen Goodmayes SWi4 E12 NAD Bld NUS 


(B) AUTUMN RALLIES 


By the time this News is issued, Rallies will have 
been held at Nowingham, Leicester, Warrington, 
Chester, Liverpoot, Clitherov, Burnley, Diackburn. 
Durham, Sunderland, Neweastle, Bradford, Wake- 
Geld and Lecds. As we go to press only the first 
two of these have been held, with Marjorie Pollitt 


and Victor Gollancz. as the speakers. Both mact 
were a great success and gave a splendid start 10 
our Autumn campaign. 


Below we print a list of the remaining Rallies. 
Additional details will be found under (¢), 
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October 16th, 
Gollancz 

Saturday Evening. — Dovercoun: 
Strachey, ‘Victor Gollancz. 

Sunday Aernoon.—Bury St. Edmunds: John 
Strachey. 

Sunday Afternoon. —Norwich: 
lanez. 

Sunday Evening. —Ipswich: Joha Strachey and 
Victor Gollancz. 


October 23rd, 24th—Harry Polliu, Victor 


—Bristol : 


#7¢h.—John Strachey and Victor 


John 


Victor Gol- 


Harry Pollitt and 

Sunday Afiernoon.—Bath: 
Victor Gollancz. 

Sunday Evening.--Swindon: Harry Pollitt and 
Victor Gollancz. 


Harry Pollitt ant 


October 3Ist.—Victor Gollancz, Dr. John 
Lewis: 

Sunday Afternoon. —Goole: Victor Gollancz, 
John Lewis. 


Mull: Victor Gollancz, 


November 7th. Sunday Evening. -Burslem: 
Harold Laski. 

November 6th. 7th—LEMlis Smith, M.P., Victor 
Gollane: 


Saturday Evening.—Hastings: Victor Gollanye. 


(C) NEWS OF 


Central London is doing extremely well. After 
wo crowded micctings in the Conway Hall addressed 
by Cole and Hutt it is expecting another big turn- 
out for Tom Harrison's talk on Mass Observation 
‘on October Ist. 

A good discussion Group for the Holborn district 
operates under the auspices of the Central London 
Group. IN is conducted by Paul Raymond and is 
doing excellent work 

Central London is proposing to organise « class 
in Russian Language under Mr, George Falchikov. 

‘This class will run for two sessions and the aint will 
be to combine 4 serious study of the Language wi 
a study of Russian newspapers anid magazines, 
general information about Russia and easy con- 
versation covering deseriptions of the country, the 
towns, villages, factories, offices and organisations. 
This course, for which a moderate fee will becharged. 
should achieve the object of fitting students to engage 
in simple conversations and read the newspapers on 
a visit to Russia neat Summer, Will those interested 
write in for the syllabus and full particulars to the 
Convener, Central London Group, ¢/o Victor 
Gollancz Lud.. 14 Henrictta St.. W.C.2? 

The Carshalton Group which is incorporated in 
the SL. Helier Political Club commenced its Autuma 
programme with a film show, “Ten Days that Shook 
tho World.” which wos a great success and resulted 
in a number of now members. They have purchased 


Sunday Afiernoon.—Brighton: Victor Gol- 
Tancz, Ellis Smith, M.P. 
Sunday Evening —Eastbourne: Victor Gol- 


lancz, Ellis Smith, M.P. 


Noventber 13th, #4th.—Harold Laski, Wal 
Hannington: 

Saturday Evening—Bargoed: Harold Laski 
and Wal Hani 

Sunday  Eveni 
and Wal Hannington, 

Sunday Evening.—Aberdare: 


Harold Laski 


November 14th, 15th.—John Strachey: 
Sunday.—Glasgow. 
Monday, —-Aberdeen. 


November 20th, 2ist—John Strachey, Victot 
Gollancs: 

Saturday Evening, —firidgend. 

Sunday Afternoon,—-Port Talbot, 

Sunday Evening. —Swansea. 


November 27th, 28th.—Harry Pollitt, Victor 
Gollanes : 

Saturday Evening. —Northamptoa. 

Sunday Aficrnoon.—Rugby. 

Sunday Evening.—Coventry. 


For information about London Rallies and for 
more details please look under section () of Notices 
of Meetings, 


THE GROUPS 


their own projector and intend to give a film show 
every Friday followed by the usual talk and discus- 
sion. They were also successful in booking their 
local Labour Candidate to speak on Attlee’s book. 

Lewisham has opened the season with an impor- 
tant_and most valuable organisational meeting, 
which, after reviewing the history of the Group. 
reached a number of new decisions which may ine 
terest other Groups which are in process of develop- 
ing from the phase of informality which marked 
their beginning: 

“1 A membership foe of 2d. per week which 
is not compulsory. Beiween twenty and 
thirty people have now promised to pay this fer 
regularly thus providing the Groupwith a guaranteed 
financial basis, 

2. Amembership card to be issued 1 cach member 
consisting of a folder with the name of the Group 
and its objects on the cover and a three months’ 
programmic inside, This card will, they hope, 
the effect of making members feel that they are really 
pant of an organisation instead of casual visitors to 
meetings. 

3. A long-term programme, ‘This would dispense 
with the circularisation of notices for every meet 
This programme will cover three months at & 
and will include at trast one larger meeting with a 
well-known speaker, a film show including a film by 
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@ member of the Group, on his Russian tour last 
‘Whitsun. 

4, A library from which books can be loaned at a 
small charge, members being invited to loan L.B.C. 
books and other Left books. 

5. More formality. Minutes of all meetings. A 
brief set of rules to be printed on the back of the 
membership card. 

6. The Committee resigned and new elections took 
place. At the next committee meeting definite duties 
will be assigned to cach member. There will be 
Convener. Pross and Literature Secretary, Librarian 
and so on. 

‘We print this in Full because it is exactly what we 
should like to see happening in most of the Groups 
which came into existeace many months ago and 
have not yet ben equipped with a definite constitu- 
tion. It is particularly important that an Annual 
General Meeting shoutd be arranged for, with a re- 
election of all officers. There is no other way of 
giving the members of the Group the real control of 
their affairs. 

We have hada most gratilying result to our appeal 
for local Labour Parties, M.Ps,. Candidates and pro: 
mincot Labour men to discuss Aulee's book. Scores 
of meetings of this sort have been fixed up and are 
still procesding. Hackney, for instance. sccured the 
presence of F.C, Watkins, Labour M.P. for Central 
Hackney. Hackney sent us, a8 usual, a very useful 
Bulleiin which deals exhaustively with the famous 
Economi¢ League Circular attacking the Club. 
reports motuings addressed by Dr. Lewis, David 
Freeman and Reginald Bridgeman, and announces 
the appointment of a Sacial Committse to organise 
dances and socials. This Group has also Oixed up a 
series of fortnightly Iéctures by Mr. M. Mitchell on 
Une Philosophy of Marxism. 

Westminster reports a fine meeting on Attlec’s 
book, Stephen Spender at another meviing, Charles 
Madge on Mass Observation, and mestings planned 
for Ronald Kidd, A. L. Lloyd and David Gascoyne. 
‘With owher local organisations they have adopted 


@ Basque child and are contributing towards ita 
upkeep. 

The week-end school of the Manchester Left Book 
Club at Kingsmoor School was a great success. The 
Film and Photo League gave a showing of its own 
production—" Manchester at Work." and William 
Paul was the lecturer. 

Hull is doing valuable work by speaking at the 
Jocal Toc Hi branch and bringing a Group of L.B.C. 
members along to the mecting. 

‘Will conveners note that the Clarion Youth Hostel 
al Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, is a cheap and admir- 
able centre for week-end schools and is especially 
suitable for Area week-end rallies? The Secretary 
is Audrey Mian, 28 Parliament Hill, N.W.3. 


Bookstalls 


Why not a determined effort to run a bookstall 
in connection with your Group? Goole has exper 
mented most successfully in this direction. They 
write : 

+ We have run our bookstall on seven consecutive 
Saturdays, have had copies of vighty different books 
and pamphlets and periodicals. and our takings have 
ranged between 4s. and 10s, ‘The 10s. was made up 
of 3s. in sixpenecs and the rest in pennies and wo- 
ences, so it represents quite a few customers. Io 
any case, we feel that the propaganda value of 
having a stall would be worth the Is. 6d. if we sold 
nothing at all. This is cerlainly not the least 
important part of our work. 

“I sec no reason why every town of 20,000 or more 
shoutd not have a Left Bookstall in the market. It 
might prove a bit difficult to arrange with voluntary 
labour, and even difficult (0 sell the stuff to the 
ordinary worker when the market is helt on some 
day other than a Saturday. And even on Saturday 
it should be noted that a tremendous proportion of 
customers do not normally enter the market at all 
in these days of Woolworths’ ! We have had to find 
methods of Free but effective advertising 10 get them 
to come to the market merely to visit us.” 


(D) SPECIAL GROUPS 


The Corresponding Group.-~The aim of the 
Corresponding Group is to link up Left Book Club 
members in this and other countries by pulting them 
in personal touch with those who wish to exchange 
leuters on various topics. Ninety members are 
already paired off in this way, Members at home 
‘can be put into touch with persons who are of are 
not L.2LC, members in most countries of the world. 
There are already contacts available in many paris 
of the Empire, in the U.S.A., and in many European 
emunttics. 
The Organiser of this venture is: 
Charles Woodward, 
103 Hounslow Road, 
‘Whitton, 
Twickenbam, 


to whom alt who are interested should write, In 
particular he wants addresses. of friends abroad, 
particularly in the U.S.S.R. who will correspond 
with our members. He wautd also welcome help in 
finding correspondents in France, Spain, Czecho= 
Slovakia and Scandinavia. 

Mr. Woodward writes that correspondence can 
be arrangal cither beowern a pair of members or 
between Groups, 

For full instructions ptease write in direct to Mr. 
Woodward who will then forward a duplicated 
letter of instructions. For the benefit of those who 
have been expecting this letter may [say that the 
intervention of the Suruncr holidays left us too short 
handed to get it duplicated befare, but it is now 
ready. 
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Lawyers’ Group.—The inaugural meeting of 
this Group will take place on Thursday, October 21st. 
at 8 p.m. at the Essex Hall, Essex St., Strand, when 
Mr. D. N. Pritt, K.C.. M. will tad a discussion 
on “ The Lawyer's Place in the Lefl Movemei 
We want all barristers, solicitors, and law students 
who are members of the Club to attend and to bring 
with them their friends in the legal profession. 

This is going to .c a very live Group and we are 
Sure that there must be a great many lawyers who 
would like to be put in touch with it. The convener, 
who will be glad to answer all enquiries, is Mr. 
C.H. A. Lewes, 2 Purip Court, Temple, F.C 


Sclentists* Group.—The Scientists’ Group is 
now firmly established and has arrangeu a scries of 
monthly locturcs on * Seience in the Social World 
by distinguished scientists, ‘The series was inaugur- 
ated on Sept. 20th when Dr. J. 1D. Nernal spoke at 
the Conway Hall on” The Evolution of Sciene: 
relation to Political and Economic Conditions. 
The second in thé series will be given by Lowi 
Anderson Fenn. M.Se.. on October 1th at # pan.. 
the subject being “* The Svientific Backyround of 
Politics,” tt is expected that future speakers will 
include Dr. Joseph Needham and Professor J. IS. 
Haldane. (For further details of meetings see under 
Notices of Mectings, 1. 545.) 

The Group is planning an exhibition illustrating 
“The Frustration of Science,” on which a valuable 
memorandum hus been prepared in order to enlist 
the co-operation of scientific workers in every puirt 
of the country. Will any seientific worker or 
teacher of Science who would like to know more 
about this scheme write in at ance 10 the Secretary, 
Mr. H, Rose, 175a Highbury New Park, N.5? 


Sclence Teachers.—Ii has been suggested that 
Science teachers might well form a Group of their 
own, working in close collaboration with the 
Scientists’ Group, but also discussing their own 
special problems and linking up more members of 
their profession. Will interested Science teachers 
write in to this office ? 


Commercial ‘travellers’ Group.—We have 
hada number of enquiries in response to our appeal 
to Commercial Travell:rs, and Mr. A. Gainswin of 
Meadway. Church Roail. Horley, Surrey, has now 
offered to organise 4 corresponding Group and, if 
possible, arrange a meeting. We hope that many 
more commercial travellers will write to Mr. Gains+ 
win, so that this scheme may be developed. 


Journalists’ Group.—A journalist member has 
suggested a special Group for his profession. I 
be possible to organise such Groups in 
London, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, and 
other big cities. Will those interested write in and 


swe will put them in touch with the member who came 
forward with this excellent suggestion ? 

Actors’ Group.—We have just received the 
following interesting report: 

“With Lewis Casson in the chair, and Miles 
Malleson taking his place when he left for rehearsal, 
the inaugural meeting of the Actors’ Group took 
place in the rooms of the Group Theatre. Dr. 
Lewis spoke on the world crisis as it affects the arts 
and professional artists. A vigorous discussion 
followed and it was decided to meet fortnightly and 
to recruit members from the profession. 

* Afler discussing * The People’s Front,’ by Cole, 
on October Ist, the Group mects again at the Group 
Theatre, 9 Gt. Newport Street, on Friday, October 
15th, at $.30 p.m, to discuss ' The Condition of the 
English Theatre To-day.’ Thercafter the Group 
meets at the same place on alternate Fridays.” 

Will all our actor members write for further 
particulars to David Duncan, c/o Gollancz, Lid., 
14 Henrietta Street, W.C.2. 


A Women's Section.—A Women’s section has 
been started in connection with the Nottingham 
Group. ‘This is quite a new venture and we look 
forward with a good deal of interest to its devclop- 
ment. They are paying special attention to books 
of particular interest to women such as Hilary 
Newitt's * Women Must Choose,” and it may well 
be that the Group will appeal very stronsly. We 
wish then luck. 

Poets’ Group (Corresponding).—A small 
Group of pocis have formed a Correspondence 
Group. Each sends one of their own poems to the 
convener, Miss J. Watson, 1 Brew Office Road, 
Tiptree, Essex, who sends them round the circle of 
members for criticism and discussion. Wilt all Left 
poets write for further information to the convener ? 

Forelgn and Colontal Groups.—Here is an 
interesting letter from Central Africa :— 

~ In this small Outpost with a total European 
population of twelve we have been successful in 
forming a Left Book Club and niget once a 
month to discuss the Left literature sent out to 
us from home. Our, discussions are always 
ively and interesting. 

‘The Cape Town convener reports that their dis 
cussions are going well, particularly the last one 
dei ith * The People’s Front.” and that they 
are making particular efforts to apply the arguments 
to Somh African conditions. The broadest passible 
basis of membership is maintained and all pro- 
gressive poople of whatever political party are 
cordially welcomed. The Socretary is Miss Joan 
Godwin, of * Glendower,” Milner Road, Ronde- 
busch, Cape Town. 


(E) AREA ORGANISATION 


‘The Groups are now everywhere linking them- 
salves up into Area Committces and Federations, 
tis desirable chat the whole country should as soon 


us possible be covered by these committees, and we 
want adjoining Groups to link up with one another 
in all cases where this has not yet been done. 
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But it is important that such Area Organisations 
should have a full consti 
elected Seetetary and Committee or they will fail 
to function, We are preparing a model constitution 
which we shall be pleased to send to anyone 
interested. 

Area Organisations are either operating or in 
process of formation in the following places :— 


Croydon, Birmingham, Surrey, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Coventry, Hull, Yorkshire (West 
Riding), North Lancashire, Durham, Notting- 
ham, Don & Deane Valley. South Wales, 
Middlesex (N.W.), Middlesex (S.W.), Essex 
(5.W.), London (W.), London (S.W.), London 
{E), and London (S.E.). 


Surrey Federation.—Bullctin No. 5 is just to 
hand with a notice of the Sepiember Ramble and 
the Winter Programme. This Committee offers the 
Groups an extensive series of lectures on such 
subjects as “The United Front,” “ Speed-up it 
Industry.” The inces’ Struggle,” Spain,” 
™ Savict Democracy,” ete., ctc, 


The iVest London Area Committee is now in full 
swing and is engaged in drawing up a panel of 
speakers, Mr. Bruce, the Area Secretary, writes : 
“For those who might modestly wish to rank 
themselves as * potential speakers.’ a special class, 
conducted by persons of proved political and speak- 
ing ability, is being instituted.” Will all who wish 
to take advantage of such a class communicate with 
Mr. Bruce at 235 Elgin Avenue, Maida Vale, 
London, W.9? 


North-East Lancashire—Here is an arca 
Bullctin that is worth printing in full as an example 
of what is being done and as a suggestion ta Area 
Committexs in proatss of formation : 


“This is the first circular to Groups since the 
formation of the Area Organisation und 1 want 
therefore to bring one of two important points 10 
your notice, 

(1) Groups are expected to pay a minimum of 6d. 
Per month to cover arca expenses. Naturally, we 
can only expect the really strong Groups to exceed 
this sum, but those able to do so should not neglect 
their obvious duty to the whole urea. Group 
Conveners are asked to pay their quota as soon as 
Possible as funds are nil ! 

~ (2) The new panel of speakers is enclosed here- 
with, and you are urged to make full use of the ser- 
views offered. Please note the full particulars given 
against cach speaker's name in order to avoid 
unnecessary writing. Be sure always to enctose a 
stamped-addressed envelope when writing to 
speakers. Speakers will only export to have their 
rail or "bus fare paid. There are no lecture fers. 

~() Special speakersare sometimes available from 
London on very special subjects and we shall ty 
from time to time to arrange for speakers to tour 
dur area, A Chiness speaker will probably be 
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with the bpoks and subjects they are 
Iecture on, 


available in November to deal with “Red Star 
Over China." Groups wishing to make use of such 
a speaker should write 10 me as soon as possible. 
Ifa good number of Groups do so, the eapense for 
each becomes quite small, 


© (4) T propose to call the neat area meeting for the 
first week in November at Padiham. This place is 
@ good centre, but other suggestions are invited. 
Will you please indicate what you consider the best 
night (0 hold the mesting. 

(5) Groups now exist in Clitheroe, Brockhall, 
Blackburn, Burnley, Barnoldswick, Accrington, 
Nelson and Oswatdiwistle, We must attempt to 
set them up in Colne, Great Harwood, Padiham, 
Darwen and Rishton, Will Group Conveners in 
touch with L.B.C. members in any of these places 
Please get in touch with me about the matter. 

© (6) Never be afraid of serking the help of the 
area in any of your efforts. We exist to assist ! 

(7) Groups should consider such questions as 
film shows, dramatic Groups and so on prior to the 
area meeting in November. With co-operation 
these things become quite possible for even small 
Groups, 


“ Panel of speakers arailable for Group Meetings. 


You will find ctearly indicated the books and other 
subjects on which they are prepared 10 speak and 
also what nights are available, Always give spcakers 
ample time for preparation—it will pay you. Be sure 
to enclose stamped-addressed envelope when writing 
for a speaker. 


Mr. Ernest Parker, ! George Street, Clitheroe. 
Rooks:— 
* The Spirit and Structure of German Fascism.’ 
* What Shall We do?" 
* Our Street," 
‘A Philosophy for a Modern Man.’ 


Lectures :— 
* Soviet Democracy.” 
* Whither the Labour Party ?* 
Nights:— 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. 


Mr. D. H. O'Dell, * Greyfriars,’ The Sands, Whalley, 
Blackburn. 


Rooks :— 
* What Shall We Do ?* 
* A Philosophy for a Modern Man.’ 


Lecture : 


* The Economics of Capitalist Crises." 
Available almost any night.” 


This ig really admirable. Let every Area Organisa- 


tiga get busy on a panel like this. 
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(F) SPEAKERS 


1. On China 


Professor Shelley Wang and Mr. Liem are touring 
ihe country addressing public meetings organ‘sed by 
the Groups on China. The following are the pro- 
visional arrangements to date:— 

November: 

1st: Somewhere in North Kent, Peterborough. 
2nd : Sutton, Leicester, 
3rd: Worthing. Mansfield. 
4th; Southampton, Huddersfield. 
Sth: Dorchester, Stockton, 
+ Exeter, Newcastle, 
: Taunton, Carlisle. 
Bristol, Edinburgh. 
Birmingham, Clitheroe. 
1 Oxford, Manchester. 
; Bedford, Shrewsbury. 
Cambridge, Hereford, 
Ipswich, Cardiff, 
Norwich, Gloucester, 
2 Colchester, Reading. 


2. The Distressed Areas 


Wal Hannington, the author of the choice for 
November, The Problem of the Distressed Arcas, 
will be speaking at a series of mectings between 
December 1st and December 15th. The fixtures at 
Present are as follows :— 


Pontypridd. 
Stoke-on-Trent. 
Dradford. 
Middlesbrough, 
Sunderland. 
Glasgow, 

: Workington, 
Preston, 
Rochdale 
Rirkenhead. 
2 Manchester, 


3. Special Speakers on Other Subjects 


The League against Imperialism no longer cxists, 
its work having been broadened and reorganised. 
But Ben Bradley of the Colonial Information Bureau, 
53 Gray's Inn Road, W.C.1, will probably be able 
to find speakers on such international questions as 
concern the colonial peoples of India and Afri 
Hitter’s demand for colonies and the general F: 
drive towards colonial expansion, as well as many 
closely allicd questions. A visiting speaker from such 
an organisation would add a good deal of interest 10 
any Group programme. 


4. Speakers and Discussion Leaders 


A most important development of our work this 
Autumn is the setting up of a number of training 


classes for speakers and discussion teaders, This is 
of the utmost importance for the Groups because in 
many cases local talent is exhausted and the monthly 
or fortnightly discussions become uninteresting and 
futile, What is wanted is a fresh voice and new 
ideas, somcone experienced in Icadiag a Group into 
the heart of the book and geting the retevant issuzs 
clearly understood and properly thrashed out. 

This requires three things. First, that all those 
who are willing to tackle this job shall send in their 
names. Secondly, that in the large majority of cases 
these volunteer speakers shall be carefully trained in 
the art of speaking and opening such discussions. 
Thirdly, that the Groups shall not altow their dis- 
cussions 10 languish for want of outside help. but 
will write in to the office or to the Secretary of the 
local Arca Committee for a speaker, 

We are quite certain that this will only be done 
satisfactorily when Ure Arca Organisation is fune- 
tioning efficiently. Surrey, the West Riding. Mane 
chester and London are already finding speakers or 
training discussion teaders and here we may expect a 
great improvement in the standard of the Groups 
during the coming ycar, This is one of the main 
reasons why such Area Organisations should be set 
up immediately, We urge all Areas to get down (0 
this job as their first concern. 

‘Then may we have at once more volunteers for 
this job? We already havea number of names but 
we want more, Will any who would be willing to 
help write in to mo at once? And will conveners go 
carefully through their list of members and ask one 
oF (Wo of the most suitable for permission to send 
their names either to this office or to the Arca 
Secretary? 

A$ far as London is concerned we shall then draft 
our volunteers into one of four or five Training 
Classes : 

Class —Marx House (commencing Fri- 
day, October Ist). 

Class 11.—Central London, under Dr. Joha 
Lewis. commencing third week in October. 

Class M.—South-East_ and South-West 
London, under Mr. Moxtey, commencing 
October 22nd, 

Class IV.—North London, under Mrs 
Blainey, commencing third week in October. 

Class V.—Wembley and district. 


‘The method, as far as Classes I, Ui and IV are 
concerned, will be to enrol » limited number of 
students for a six weeks’ course, It should be under- 
stood that every student is expected to attend regu- 
larly and take an aclive part in the class and that no 
student can enter a class after it has started. New. 
comers or thase who fail to get into the first course 
be placed on the waiting list for the secand 
course, 

Full particulars will be sent at once to everyone 
writing in (0 this office. 
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(G) PONTYPRIDD DISTRESSED AREAS SCHOOL 


We have received the following report from one 
present at the special Summer School organised 
by Mr. Wallace in South Wales. The School appears 
to have been a most useful event and no one who 
attended it failed (0 be profoundly impressed : 

“The School was an unqualified success from the 

start. Our numbers were small, but this was not 
alagether disadvantageous; a small party made 
Personal ‘contacts’ with local pcople easier. We 
met lots of people, getting to know our unemployed 
hosts and hostesses, and many others among the 
unemployed or working populations, including some 
of the members of the unemployed Club in which we 
held our niectings, and, especially in Dowlais, the 
inhabitants of such hovels as no decent man or 
waman would keep a cow in. The people, all 
the peopte, were entirely charming; [ think none of 
us could speak too highly of their genuine kindness 
and simple dignity. OF course the gap of class differ+ 
ence lay between us and them, but it was as though 
ethe community of purpose an the Left, which in the 
last resort underlies all our differences, had bridged 
the chasm, 

We bid lectures and discussions, and these were 
valuable, but our lecturers (if they read this) 
will pardon me when I say that more valuable were 
conversations with unemployed miners scrabbling 
Tor tiny bits of coal on tips. with working colliers in 
the uncomfortably eery darkness by the “facc’ of 
coal, and with people who live in lice-infested, damp. 
and structurally dangcrous placcs curiously known 
as ‘houses’, paying Is. 9. per week for the privilege. 
It was in this way that we learned many things, some. 
cof them angering things. as that miners are not paid 
for ‘small’ coal (or if they are paid, it is with an 
‘adjustment in wages that makes the difference dis+ 
appeur), although large factorics use nothin, 
Taw material, how same colliery companies increase 
their profits by tetting the tip, for coal picking, 10 
people who can afford it, so that the unemployed are 
excluded; of fantastic sentences imposed for the 
dreadful crime of taking a lump of coal out of 3 
railway teuck ; of the two hours’ walk and five how 
work picking coal on the tip in all weathers and at all 
hours. two or three times a week ; and so on, and so 


on. Iwas in this way that we got some inkling of the 
1¢ cour 
ageous and never-ending struggte with despair, and 


of the still high spirit of this stricken people. 

“Our convener, Cliff Wallace, was exactly the man 
for the job. Unemployed himself for many years, 2 
devoted fighter for the people he knows so well, he 
sould take us anywhere and show us anything. 


Some of the things [can no more than mention were 
the Aged Comrades Club at Dowlais (their choir 
sang to us). the Boverton Land Settlement, the Malt 
House holiday camp, and Judge's Hall at Tony- 
pandy. It was Wallace's intimate knowledge of the 
valleys and their people. and of the Means Test and 
its working. which, allied with his fire and determin- 
ation, made this very splendid effort the success it has 
been. It is most urgently to be desired that other 
Clif Wallaces, in other areas, will do the same 
thing. 

It is proposed to hold a second Schoo! during the 
Chrisimas holidays, at which the Summer School 
students can continue their enquiries and many who 
‘could not attend the first School can now commence 
10 study social conditions in South Wales. 

The probable date of the School is December 21h 
to January 1th. ‘The syllabus will include tectures on 
the industrial history of South Wales; the Trade 
Union Movement; the Mining [ndustry ; the Admin- 
istration of Public Assistance and Unemployment 
Benefit and Assistance in South Wales 1918-37, 
Visits and excursions will be made to col ics, levels, 
tinworks, stecl works, public institutions, and unem- 
Ployed clubs. 

It ig thought that a detailed study of the incomes 
and budgets of unemployed families could be made 
during the course of the School, and among those 
attending it is hoped that there will be— 

(@) Man and wife who will live in apane 
ments on 26s. a week, loss 7s. deducted for 
rent and hire of furniture. 

(0) Young man who will live in lodgings on 
15s. a week (U.A.B, allowance for such a 
person). 

{c) Members who live on the B.M.A, 
dict in order 10 prove—or disprove—the 
adequacy of that diet and determine its 
present cost. 

The cost of attendance at the Schoo! will be 5, 6d. 
and accommodation, apart from the above types, 
will be provided at a charge not exceeding 22s. 6d. 
aweck, All accommodation will be with families of 
whom at least ane member is unemployed. 

Further particulars can be obtained from C. Wal- 
face, 10 Heath Crescent, Craigwen, Pontypridd. 

By the way, the Wardens of Digswell Park write to 
say that quite a lot of lost propeny has never been 
reclaimed. Will our Summer School members who 
teft behind them articles of clothing. umbrellas, bath- 
ing costumes, cigarette cases and hats, please reclaim: 
theic property ! 


(3) THE GROUPS AND THE CINEMA 


Film and Photo League 


The famous Summer School film taken at Digswell 
Park by the League, entitled “Read, Right and 
Bloo,’ 


extraordinary interest as telling the story not only of 
the entire Summer School, but of the conversion of a 
hostite critic No cnthusiastic membership in the 


will be ready in October. It should prove of Club. 
sal 
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Groups are strongly recommended to get in touch 
with the League and with their assistance introduce 
4s often as possible film items into the general pro- 
gramme. Other Groups will be able to form special 
sections engaged in the making of documentary and 
propaganda films and photographs. A Group at 
Pontypridd with inside knowledge of the distressed 
areas has formed a film committee with the intention 
of producing a 400-footer, What a magnificent 
iMustration this would make to Hannington's forth- 
coming book on the Problem of the Distressed Areas! 
Would anyone help by providing the raw film for 
this? The League will readily send an expert camera 
man to help on the job. 

Meanwhile a number of films are actually available 
for hire as listed in the August News. The real work 
‘of the League will be the making of new films how: 
ever, and for this we want more definite affiliations of 
Groups to the League itself. 

Another necessary step is the formation of a 
collection of still photographs of England of Left 
‘Wing interest which could be used to make lantern 
slides and illustrate books. Will members send in 
prints and look around for suitable subjects? 

At least one Group is making a great success of 
the plan of showing a short 16 mm. film at the begin« 
ning of its meetings. This is made possible by the 
fact that they have access to a projector. There are 
plenty of projectors about and it is by no means 
difficult to hire or borrow them, We hope no Group 
will fail (9 make use of this invaluable method of 
attracting and interesting audicnces. 

By the way, at the Sumnter School some anony- 
mous friend volunteered financial assistance for the 
League. He promised to write—has he forgotten? 

Voluntary helpers are also urgently needed for 
film work, office and routine work. 


Kino 

Kino has a magnifiant programme for the 
Autumn. There will be many new Spanish films, but 
“Tom Shoes." “ War is Hell,” * 
Desertcr,” "* A King is Made,” and other first-rate 
films will also be available, and the list of new films 
will include some of the finest work from Russia, 
‘America and France that has yet been scen, 


Kino and the Left Book Club 


Left Book Club members will remember that the 
originat scheme for a collaboration between Kino 
and the Left Book Club was aimed at getting local 
Left Book Clubs to run film loctures, the lecture to 
bbe on the cusrent book of the month. 

1 was also proposed that Left Book Clubs that 
were strong enough and intercsted cnough should 
form exhibition Groups. awning their own projector. 

We have no doubt that this winter Left Book 
Clubs will give many more shows, Bul we sugges! 
that what is holding back many Groups is their di 
(rust of their own strength, and the financial ri 
involved. ‘This they should try to overcome, Bul in 
order to help local Groups, we do urge the Arca 


Committers to give shows, arranging to receive the 
‘backing of all local Groups in the district. In this 
the idea of the Left Book Club giving shows 
be spread abroad. Furthermore, a wide public 
will be given the very proper knowledge that the 
Left Book Club is a wide and popular cultural move- 
ment; this will increase its membership and so its 
strength, 

‘We cannot pay (00 much attention to developing 
this line of action, we think. 11 is not enough to talk 
politics in small Groups witha restricted membership. 
‘We must try to awaken sympathics in a very wide 
public. For this purpose we must arrange mectings 
to which people will come eagerly. And they can 
thereby be made members of the Club. 

A properly run fitm show is one of the best ways of 
attracting peopte. The other is, ofcourse, a theatrical 
show, 


way 


The Cost 
The cost of a show should not frighten the larger 
Groups, Hore are some programmes and prices for 


London and the Home Counties: . 
For a hall seating up to 400: 
£Esd. 
Apparatus % - 200 
“ News from Spain 100 
Tol. . - 200 
(LI extra for a show in 
to 1,000) 
Apparatus 


“ Kameradschafe * 
" Madrid To-day 


Total O15 0 
(£1 extra for hall seating up to 1,000) 
Apparatus 200 
Torn Shoes” 115 0 
“Youth 015 0 
Total 410 0 


(£1 extra for halt seating up to 1,000) 


These figures mean that you can take a hall seating, 


say, 200 people and clear expenses. Be sure to take a 
coltartion. 


How to Run a Film Show 


Kino News gives fult instruct 
advise you 


dates with the hall and with your commitce. Choose 
your films, then send in booking form which you can 
obtain from Kino, 84 Gray's Inn Road, London, 
W.C.1, who will let you know for which date the 
filmos are free, Next get out your printed tickets and 
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publicity. Everyone on your list of supporters should 
be approached to buy a ticket and to sell tickets to 
their friends, and distribute teaflets advertising the 
show. Prices for tickets vary. A charge of 6d. avoids 
emtertainment tax. 

Inform your local politicat organisations, Never 
Uhrow away a name and address. Take down all the 
names of those willing to buy tickets and card index 
them for your next show. 

Kino supply excellent posters. Try and get focal 
shops 10 put them in the window. 


Kino in the Provinces 
Kino is steadily building up Regional Organisa- 
tions in the Provinces which carry out film shows. 
There are such organisations in the following 
places :— 
Kino, Glasgow: Miss Mamie 
Mount Stuart Street, Glasgow, S. 
Kino, Yorkshire: A. Jarrau, 61 Lower 
Rushton Road, Thornbury, Bradford. 
Kino. Birmingham: 0. Istead, 4 Colon: 
nade Passage, New Strect. Birmingham, 


jegar, 16 


Kino, South Wales: J. Harries, c/o Collet’s, 
26 Castle Arcade, Cardiff. 

Kino, Doncaster: R. Richardson, 
Ramsden Road, Hexthorpe, Doncaster. 


If any Left Book Club within, say. 100 miles of 
these centres would like a show, they should write to 
the nearest Regional organisation. 


116 


Provincial Agents 


Besides the above Regional Organisations, we now 
have agents in nearly every town in England, capable 
of carrying out shows. For these, Left Book Club 
Conveners should write 10 84 Gray's Inn Road. 


S.O.S.—Sheffield, Manchester, 
Nottingham 


Kino is shordy establishing Regional organisa- 
tions in these three towns, Would anyone interested 
please write in to Kino and they will be put in 
touch with the respo 


() FOR CONVENERS ONLY 


It would enormously help in the efficient running. 
of our office work if convencrs would carefully note 
the following points 

|, We are prepared to circularise all the members 
ina particular district on our cards on one occasion, 
usually to get the Group on its feet. Under excep- 
Aional circumstances, ¢.g. 10 revive a lapsed Groupor 
for a special rally this may be done on a second 
occasion. Conveners should, thercfore, propare their 
‘own mailing list. 

2. Our lists cannot be watertight because many 
members in the suburbs collect their books (rom 
London booksellers; then new members ure always, 
joining, others are transferring, and the names are 
no always immediately in my office. 

3. Wherever possible the Convener should, after 
finding out from us how many members there are in 
his district, duplicate his own notice and then scnd it 
tous for addressing and despatch. 

4. We are occasionally sent circulars from con- 
veners on which we have to pay surcharge, and 
which are obviously part of a despatch to all their 
members. This must annoy the recipients. All con- 
veners should consult the local post office before 
circularising so that they conform to the regulations, 
Particularly those concerning duplicated notices, 

5. We should have all notices ten days at Icast 
before the meeting, Five days is too short because 


the duplicating machine is often continuously work 
ing on urgent jobs for two or three days in 
Succession. 

6. Conveners should plan their programmes well 
ahead and so make it possible to advertise their 
mectings more in the Left News. Remember that the 
News normally comes ow on the second Monday in 
every month so that mectings quite carly in the 
month cannot be adver in the News for that 
month, ie., a mecting on October 6th must be 
advertised in the Scptember News which goes to 
press on August 17th! The tatest date for natices is 
printed in the News under Local Centres and 
Circles. 

7. Speakers’ expenses, Conveners should always 
pay the travelling expenses of speakers. Arrange 
to meet the train ar give full directions (o the Speaker 
as to how to find the place of meeting and how 10 
get there. 

8. Will Leaders of Associate Members’ Groups 
write in to us reporting the progress of their Group 
and making suggestions for books as well as retum- 
ing the orange slips? 

9. Will conveners destroy all their out-of-date 
yellow leaflets and make sure that they have ade- 
quate supplies of the new edition issued in Septem- 
ber for the Great Autumn Recruiting Campaign”? 
‘These may be had in any quantities, 
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LOCAL CENTRES AND CIRCLES 


For the benefit of new members it may be said that 673 local Left Book 


Club circles have sprung up all over the country for di 
the Month, general co-operation and (in some cases) poll 


ussion of the Book of 
ical action. Member- 


ship is entirely voluntary ; but the mass of correspondence which we are 
receiving scems to show that they are one of the most popular features of the 


Club. 


their District ; they will find it worth while to attend one meet 


Members are therefore asked to get into touch with the Convener in 


g in order to 


find out whether they would like to become regular members of (heir circle. 
Notice of meetings intended for this section must reach us before the first 


post on October 19th, 


(a) ADDITIONS TO LISTS PRINTED IN PREVIOUS ISSUES 


BAMPTON, Oxon. H, Fowrra, Oathurs!, Bampton, 


DARNSTAPLE, North Devon, DW. MacKwrit, 
0 Mrs, Tilzey, 6 Cross Strcel, Harnstaple, 
BEDLINOG, Glum. Wyhpuase Watxins, 27 Hilton 
Terrace, 
DIDDULPH, Stoke-on-Trent. J. A. HARTLEY, c/o 
Mes. Stanway. Hall Fields, 
BIRMINGHAM. STOCKLAND GREEN. E. K. 
Novtr, 81 Lindridge Road, Erdington. 
DEWSOURY, Yorks. FRaxk Lei, 3 Maralen 
Terrace, Crackenedge, Dewsbury, 
DOVER. W. HL Duxserr, 8 Cambridge Terrace, 
wer. 
DUDLEY, Worcs. Councillor Jack Pricr, Tysoe, 11 
Oak Road, Priory. 
EAST GRINSTEAD, Sussex. Sce under (c). 

FRIERN BARNET und NEW SOUTHGAT 

Middx. Miss UNiTa, 9 Bethune Avenue, 
Barnet. 

GATESHEAD, Durhum. Miss J. Mawsoy, 80 White 
thorne Crescent, Cowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 5. 


GLASGOW, Ghiantes -Michantn, 98. Lela 


sgou, E. 
GLASGOW, Western Diutrict (including Iurtick, 


ND TEACHERS! 
GROUP. Miss &, Cuaraas. 36 Woodlands Road, 
Charing Crow, Glasgow, C3. 


MAS 


NGS. Joun Gruson, 6 Croft Road. 
TON, Derbyshire. D.Greatuex, 182 Notting- 
ham Road, Ilkeston. 
KETTERING, Northants. Awtiiuk WeATHERALL, 
136 London Road, Kettering. 
LAWYERS* GROUP. C,H. A, Lewes, 2 Pump Court, 
Temple. F.C4. See under (c), 
LONDON. N.I. L, Sissionns, 51 Essex Road, Nut, 
MILLOM, Cumberland. Roxan Cincp, 33 Lap: 
stone Road, Mitfom, 
NEWQUAY, Cornwall. Freo A. Soven, $2 Cran 
tock Street, Newquay. 
POETS’ GROUP. Will all Left pocts interested in the 
formation of a corresponding poctty Group write 
for Surther information to Miss J, WaTsox, | Brew 
Office Rou. Tystree, Essex. 
RIFON, Yorls. F.N. Massity, Mackershaw Lodge, 
Fountains, Ripon. 
SCIENCE TEACHERS, A new Group consisting of 
leachers of science is in process of farmation. Will 
all interested write to Dr. Lewis at 14 Henrietta 
Street. 
SEFTON PARK, Liverpool. 


Commercial Street. 

WEYBRIDGE, Surrey, Mrs, N, InvinG, Sunnybank, 
Weybridge Park. Weybridge, Surtey. Sce under (¢). 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, YARLOOP. L. A 
Thceins, Yarloop. 


(6) ALTERATIONS TO LISTS PREVIOUSLY PRINTED 


BARKING. Essex, Jim Caossuey, 114 Lynd: 
hurst Gardens, Barking. 


BIRMINGHAM, StarborneGroup. J. A. Stoa- 
son. 59 Ridgacre Road. Quinton, 


BIRMINGHAM. Co-ordinati 
Mas. JEAN HeENso? 
Oaks, Birmingham. 

DRIGITON. G. V. Wiittexsury now lives at 
107 Chester Terrace, 

BOSTON, Lincs. Mas. Vax Ssnrnex now lives at 
1 Albert Strect, Boston. 


CATERHAM, Surrey. Grace A, Coowns, Con- 
suelo, Woldingham, Surrey. 


1B Secretary is now 


CHELTENTAM, Glos. E.G. Hossox, Shipton 
Oliffe, near Northteach. Glos. 


DOUGLAS, Isle of Mun. 
wi 


Please get in touch 
h Mr. Kiwzey, Newsagent, Exantiner Buitd- 
#5. Douglas, Isle of Man. 


EAST BARNET, Ierts, G, W. PLANT, 72 Berkley 
Crescent, New Barnet, (See under (c) ). 


EASTNOURNE. Mas. S. M. Tionre, 74 Brod: 
wick Road, Hampden Park, Eastbourne. 


EASTWOOD, Notts. W. G. Jounsox, 98 Chureh 
Street, Eastwood, 


ECCLES, Manchester. Geonce Woon, 43 Bake- 
well Road, Peel Green, Eccles. 
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EDLINGTON. Doncaster. 
Road, Edlington. 


C. Ronenrs. 28 Carr 
GLASGOW, Central. Chairman, S. Newsman, 
M.A., 28 Springhill Gardens, Glasgow, S.1. 


GOOLE, Yorks. F. 
Gardens, Goole. 


Mapnick, 7 Lime Tree 


HAYES, Middsx. 
Drive, Hayes. 


HARROGATE, Yorks. 
John's Road, 


R. P. Neat, 362 Balmoral 


Charves Towse, 88 St. 
hon, Harrogate, 


HERTFORD, Herta. W. J. Caatea now lives at 
12 Longlands Road, Welwyn Garden City. 


LONDON, Barnes, S.W.13. 
49 Hertford Avenue, S.W.14, 


Miss B. Pascats, 


LONDON, W.11. 
Square, W.L1, 


Miss Y. Ratnita. 14 Norland 


LONDON, N.W.10. J. Prion, 99 Herbert Gardens, 
NAW.10, 


LONDON, Paddington, W.2.  Doxatp Bauce 
now lives at 235 Elgin Avenue. Maida Vale, W. 


LONDON, Finsbury, WILUAM DUSNING now 
lives at 34 Mydelton Square, E.C.1. 


LONDON, Dulwich and Camberwell. B.A. 
WILLIAM now lives at 8 Champion Grove, S.E.5. 


LONDON, Raynea Park, S.W.20. AACIIBALD 
Rovertsox, 13, Laurel Road, Wimbledon, 


LONDON, EAST HAM, E.6, F.12. This area is 
covered by L. J. Hanus, 258 Sherard Road, 
E12, 

LONDON, Wood Green, N.22. A. G. Brown, 
16 Brookland Rise, N.W.I1. 


LONDON, Putmey, S.W.15. E, G. Cou, 85 
Clarendon Road, Putney, $.W.15. 


NELSON, Lancs, Wituiam Maunners, 56 Ring: 
stone Crescent, Nelson. 


NOTTINGHAM. K. RICHARDSON now lives at 
8 Addison Street, Nottingham. 

PONTYPRIDD, Miss G. Cowtes, 31 Lianwern 
Road. Mesycoed, Pontypridd. 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, Essex. EB. N. BROOK- 
HELD now lives at 6 Great Eastern Avenue, 


STOWMARKET, —Priiip Keene now lives at 
Whitby House, Station Road. 


WALSALL, Staffs, Mrs. L, C, Barton now lives 
at 43 Highgate Road, 


WISBECH, Cambs, Miss C Snexwoop, 37 
Tavistock Road, Wisbech. 


(c) NOTICES OF MEETINGS 


CENTRAL LONDON. Keep Wednesday evening, 
November 3rd free! Film Show, New dramatic 
entertainment by the Unity Theatre Club, and 
pther atteactions, ta be held at Royal Scottish 
Corporation Mall, Fetter Lane, ECA. Tickets 
will be Is. Full details will be sent to 
members of the Group, and also on applic: 
lo the Secretary, c’o 14 Henrietta Strevt, 
Orders for tickets should be accompa 
postal orders, 


MANCHESTER. Monday, Oclober 18th, Iu 
ton Cafe, 7,30, Professor J. Hackett, 
University. 


HOLBORN GROUP. This Group will nrect at 
8 p.m. at 49 Farringdon Road (over Workers 
Bookshop), on Friday, November 2th, Dis- 
cussion on book of the month. Full paniculars 
from Paul Raymond, 73 Trinity Court, Grays 
Inn Road, W.C.1. 


BRISTOL. Mezting al Queen's Cafe, Tramway 
Centre. October 18th, 7.45. Philip Hopkins on 
“The People's Front. 


BROMLEY, Kent Sunday, October 17th. A. T. 
Rogers on “Conclusions to be drawn from 
Hutt’s * Post War History of the British Working 
Class,’ Cole's “People's Front,’ and Attlee’s 


‘Labour Party in Perspective’.” 8 p.m, at the 
Liberal Institute, 94 Tweedy Road. November 
Ab. E, C. Pettet on“ Spirit and Structure of 
German Fascism.” — November 21st, Richard 
Goodman on " Red Star Over China." Both at 
Liberal Institue, at $ p.m. 


CATERHAM, Surrey. October 13th at 8 p.m. 

‘aU Mr. Puole’s house, 343 Stratford Road, Cater- 
|. W, Seed will speak on * Spain.” October 
ne and place, Account of experiences 
Russian cour by nrember. 


CHISLEHURST, Kent. Tuesday, October 19th. 

8 pan, 149 Green Lane, West Chislehurst. H. B. 
., Pi.D., opens on ™ The Spirit and 
Structure of German Fascism.” 


CLITHEROE, Sunday, Ociober 17th at 7 p.m. 
in the Weavers" Institute. Mr, Lawson will 
‘open discussion on * The Spirit and Structure of 
German Fascism.’ 


CORNWALL, WEST. Moxtings alternate Fridays 
from October Ist. Particulars from Miss Cooper, 
ala Commercial Street, Camborne, Comwall. 
Non-members invited. 


EAST BARNET. Mectings still held at 94 Ferney 
Road, East Barnet, on Thursdays, at 6 p.m. 
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EAST GRINSTEAD. Group will mect each 
month on the last Tuesday, at 8 p.m., at Miss 
Blanchard’s, Stoneleigh Orchard, Sandy Lane, E. 
Grinstead, until further notice. 


EDINBURGH. October 29h, at 7.43. in Candle. 
makers’ Hall, Candlemakers’ Row. Discussion 
‘on™ Spirit and Structure of German Fascism.” 


EDGWARE, Middsx. October {5th. Debate at 
33a Glendale Avenue, Edgware. Subject : “' That 
Democracy is Incompatible with Socialism.” 
November Sth. Mccting at Rowlcy's Café, St 
Road, 8.15. Discussion on Chinese situation. 


GATESHEAD-ON-TYNE. First meeting, Wed- 
nesday, Octaber 13th, 7.0. 


GLASGOW, SHAWLANDS and DISTRICT. 
October 18th, @ p.m. Langside Halls. Dis- 
cussion on "People’s Front.” Noventber_ Ist. 
8 Langside Halls. “* Malnuteition in Great 
Britain.” by a doctor, 

GLASGOW, MILNGAVIE. October 12th, 8 p.m. 
Mid-Room, Burgh Hall, R. Learmonth will spea 
on “The Spirit and Structure of German 
Fascism.” 

GLASGOW, Western District, Inaugural meet 
ing, October [th, in Cranston’s Picture House 


Tea Room (Balcony), at 7.45, Discussion on 
"Spirit and Structuce of German Fascism. 
GRAYS, Essex. October |S5th, “Spirit and 


Structure of German Fascism.” Details from Mrs. 


A. Jones, 115 Chadwell Road, 1S. 


HARROGATE, Yorks. Mectings at 97 King’s 
Road, Harrogate, on Wednesday, October 13th, 
for discussion on * Man’s Worldly Goods.” 


HASTINGS. Inaugural Meeting on October [3th 
at 7.30 at 6 Crofi Road, Hastings, 


HORSHAM. Movtings, 7.45 at the Library, Free 
Christian Church, Worthing Road, on the second 
Monday in the month. October Ith, Discussion 
on September Choice. Also mectings on October 
4th and 8th, at 7.45, at the Co-operative Hall, 
iled study of “Theory and Practice of 


HOUNSLOW, Middgx, October 17th. Member 
teading a 12-mite walk. Discussion on “ Spirit 
and Structure of German Fascism." Further 
deuils from Miss Pedlar, 85 Ellerdine Road, 
Hounslow, 

ILFORD, Essex. Mowtings at the Mayfair Café, 
Cranbrook Road, on Ist and 3rd Monday in 
the month. October 18th, Miss Joyce Keen on 
the Left Book Club Summer School. Monday. 
November Ist, at 8 p.m., German speaker on 
" Spirit and Structure of German Fascism.” 


LAWYERS' GROUP. Inaugural mecting, Thurs- 
day, October 2ist, 8 p.m. at Essex Hall, Essex 
Street, Strand, W.C.2._D. N. Pritt will speak on 
“The Lawyer's Place in the Left Movement." 
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LEWES, Sussex. Annual meeting of the Group 
will be held on October 17th, at the Volunteer 
Inn, Cliffe, Lewes, at 8 p.m. 


LEWISHAM, Kent. October 18th, Film Show— 
Speakers ; T. Holford and A. Stephens. Nov- 
ember 2nd, “ Air Raid Precautions” ; Dr. R. 
Consden, B.Sc. Ph.D. November 15th, “ Red 
Star Over China” : Li Tai-hwa. Details from R. 
Consden, 21 Ansford Road, Bromlcy, Kent. 


LINCOLN. Mectings alternate Thursdays, com- 
mencing September 30th, in Co-op. Men's Guild 
Room, 7 p. 

LIVERPOOL, Crosby Group. Meetings on 
first Sunday in cach month. Full details from 
B. Gemmell Channing, 8 Holden Road, Liver- 
poo! 20. 

LONDON, Morley College. See under (a). 

LONDON, East Ham. Meeting place changed 
to Methodist Church, Tennyson Avenue, High 
Sucet, N., on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the 
month. 


LONDON, Clty Group. October 22nd, “* Labour 
Party in Perspective.” November 12th, “ Spirit 
and Structure of German Fascism.” December 
3rd, Red Star over China.” Above meetings 
all at 6.45 at Mascot Café, 46 St, Mary Axe, E.C. 
This Group caters for those whe live too far 
from the City to enable them to autend local 
mectings punciually. Full particulars from Con 
vener. 10 Bondficld Road, S.E.13. 

LONDON, Eallng, W.5. Meeting at“ Parks 
fields.” South Ealing Road, at 8 p.m. on alternate 
‘Thursdays, starting from September 16th, Special 
meeting on October 14th, discussion on * Red 
Siar Over China,” Speaker, Arthur Cicgg. 

LONDON, Euston, W.C.1. Group meets at 
3 Somerset Terrace, east of St. Pancras Church, 
every fortnight on Thursdays, at 8 p.m. 

LONDON, Upper Norwood, S.E.19 and 
S.E.20. Discussion on the“ Spirit and Structure 
of German Fascism,” Tuesday, October 12th, at 
@ p.m., 6 Vermont Road, S.E.19. Joint mecting 
of Group and Norwood Labour Party, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 10th, Victoria Hall, 
Gipsy Road, West Norwood, $.E.27, Discussion 
on“ Labour Party in Perspective.” A prominent 
member of the Labour Party and G. O. Esher 
will speak, 

LONDON, Westminster, S.W.1. November 8th, 

in Caxton Hall (ia conjunction with the F.S.U. 
a large public meeting will be held to celebrate 
20th anniversary of Soviet Union. Speakers : 
Victor Gollancz and Mrs. Cecil Chesterton, Dr. 
Maud Royden in the chair. Film Show, “ Har- 
vest Festival ” (Russian), and a One-Act play by 
Unity Theatre Club, 

LONDON, Barnes, S.W.13 and 14. Wednesday, 
October 20th, wt 8 p.m. 19 Bracken Gardens, 
S.W.13, Convener, Miss B. E. Pascall, 49 Hert 
ford Avenue, S.W.14, 
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LONDON, Leytonstone. October Ith, Ruth 
Levin on “The Spirit and Structure of German 
Fascism,” at the Library, Church Road. 

LONDON, Willesden, N.W.10, Friday. October 
29th, Film show, 1.,B.C. Speaker : Particulars 
from J. Prior. 99 Herbert Gardens, N.W.10. 


LONDON, North Paddington. Mectings at the 


Shirland Arms Hotel, Shirland Road, W.9, at 
8.30 p.m, Tuesday, October 19h, The Spirit 
and Structure of German Fascism." Tuesday. 


November 2nd, “ The Theory and Practice of 
Tuesday, November 16th, " Red 
Star Over China.” A Left Theatre Group is 
carried on in conjunction with the Group's 
aclivities, and the Associate Membership scheme 
is in operation. Additional volunteers for the 
Research Section are required. Convener : 
Donald Bruce, 235 Elgin Avenuc, W.9, 


LONDON, Bayswater and South Paddington. 
Meetings held on 2nd Tuesday for informal 
discussion, and on 4th Tuesday for discussion 
on book of the month, at 129 Gtoucester Terrace, 
Lancaster Gate. 

MANCHESTER, Wythenshawe Group. Mect- 
ing 3rd Monday in the month at 8.30, at Cross- 
field (opp. No. 60), Longley Lane, Northenden. 
Discussion on previous month's book. 


MITCHAM, Monday, October U1th, at 8 p.m. in 
the Scout's Hall, Cohvood Gardens. Colliers 
Wood, $,W.19._ Social and dramatic perform 
ange by Unity Theatre Chib, Left Book Club 
speaker, 

NORTHAMPTON. Mecting to be held at the [vy 
Café, 36 Gold Sucet, on Monday, November 
th, at 7.30. 

NOTTINGHAM. Meeting on Sunday. October 
31st, at the Co-operative Hall, Parliament Strect, 
Ronald Kidd, Secretary of the National Council 
of Civil Libertics, will speak on the Harworth 
dispute. 

OLDHAM. The seventh mecting of the L.B.C. 
will be held on Wednesday, October 13th at 7.45 
at Whitchead’s Café, Market Place. The 
Labour Party in Perspective ” will be discussed. 

PETERSFIELD. October 16th at Frances Hill 
Café, Discussion on “ Spirit and Structure of 
German Fasgism." 6 p.m. 

PLYMOUTH. Mecting, Friday. October 15th, 

discuss 

Part |. 


Opened by the Bishop of Plymoutl 


RICHMOND. Discussion on “Spirit and Structure 
of German Fascism,” on Sunday, October 17th, 
at the Labour Club, $7 Church Road, at 7 p.m. 
Please note that future meetings will take place on 
the 3rd Sunday in cach month ot the Labour Club. 
The mid-month mesting will continue to be held 
at 21 Haverfield Gardens, Kew, where all enquiries 
should be addressed ta Mrs. R. Duncan-Joncs. 


ROMFORD and HORNCHURCH. Wednesday, 
October 20th, at Delancy and Sons, Newsagents, 
Ronco Corner, Romford, at 8 p.m. Speaker 
from the Union of Democratic Control. 


ST. HELENS, Lancs. Discussion on * Spirit and 
Structure of German Fascism,” at Railway 
Institute, Salisbury Street. Monday, October 11th, 
at 7.30. 


SHEFFIELD, Friday, October 15th, at Sunshine 
Café, Orchard Street, 7.45 p.m. E, S. Duthie on 
* The Spicit and Structure of German Fascism.” 
Friday, October 29th, at Sunshine Café, Orchard 
Strect, 7.45. Dr. Chandler on“ Post-War 
History of the British Working Class." Meetings 
fortnightly at above address, on Fridays. at 7.45. 


SOUTHAMPTON. Mecting on Monday, October 
Lith, at 7,30, at Prospect House, 160 Above Bar, 
Southampton. Alderman T. Lewis, Southampton 
Labour candidate, will speak on * The Labour 
Party in Perspective,” 

STOCKPORT. The next meeting will be held at 
“ The Homestead,” 147 Moorland Road, Woods- 
moor, at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, October 26th. 


TEDDINGTON. October 6th, 8 p.m., at 22 
Uuney Park Road, Teddington. Discussion on 
“Spirit and Structure of German Fascism. 
October 19th. a1 8 p.m., Emile Burns on “Money, 
173 High Street, Hampton Hill, 
at 6 p.m. 


November 4th 

Discussion on October Choice at 173 
High Steet. 

WAKEFIELD. Members not yet in touch with 
their discussion Group are invited to write to 


JN. Airey, 20 Bromicy Mount, or W. A. Ismay, 
14 Welberk Street. Meetings are held weekly 
‘on Monday evenings at 7.30. at the ‘ Home- 
stead.” 97 Alverthorpe Road. 

WALLINGTON. be held at &4 
Demesne Road, Wall » October 6th. 
“Labour Party in Perspective.” November 3rd, 
“Spirit and Structure of German Fascism." 

WALTHAMSTOW. Group mesting first Wednes- 
day in month at 14 Easifietd Road, Walthamstow. 
Group ramble on October 17th at 9.20 am. 
Walthamstow L.M.S._ stati 1s. 3d rctum 
Upminster for Brentwood district. (Bring packed 
lunch.) 

WATFORD. Mect Ist Tuesday of each month. 
Information from V. J. Payne, 98 Kings Avenue, 
Warford. 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY. October 12th, 
"Spirit and Structure of German Fascism." 
Tuesday, November 9th, Edward Charles on 
“Man's Worldly Goods.” Friday. December 
3rd, Councillor G. S. Lindgren, J.P. “ The 
Labour Party in Perspective.” All meetings in 
Dackhouse Room, Handside Lano, at 6.15. 

WEYBRIDGE, Surrey. Inaugural ‘mecting on 
Tuesday, Ociober 12th, at 8 p.m., at Sunnybank, 
‘Weybridge Park. 
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WEMBLEY. Tuesday. October 26th, at Park Lane 
School, Wembley, Discussion on “Spirit and 
Structure of German Fascism.” Sunday, Novem- 
ber 14th, 19 Alexandra Court, Wembley. General 
discussion on Home and Foreign Affairs. Tuesday, 
November 30th, Park Lane School. Discussion 
‘on book of the month and Film Show. Sunday, 
December 12th, at 19 Alexandra Court, Wembley, 
Sovial Evening. 


WEST BRIDGEFORD, Notts. Far details please 
write to J. Bingham, Temple House, 132 Teeat 
Boulevard, West Bridgford. 


WHITLEY BAY. October 15th. “Spirit and 
Strucuure of German Fasci October 29th, 
~ Towards the Christian Revolution.” Martings 
fortnightly on Fridays, 7.30, Labour Rooms, 28 
Esplanade. 


(d) NOTICES OF WEEK-END SCHOOLS, RALLIES, Ete. 


BATH RALLY. Sunday afternoon. October 24th. 
Harry Pollitt, Victor Gollancz. Particulars (0 
be obtained from George Thorne, 18 Si, Kilda’s 
Road, Bath. 

PRIGHTON RALLY. Sunday afternoon, Novem- 
ber 7th. Full particulars fram G. Whittenbury, 
107 Chester Terrace, Brighton 6, 


DRISTOL RALLY. At te Folk iouse, College 
Green, Saturday, October 2nd, at 7.30. p.m, 
Speakers. Victor Gollanez, Harry Pollitt, 
‘Admission by ticket. Is, and 6, Application for 
lickets with cash should be addressed to Gwyn 
Thomas, 122 Coldharbour Road, Bristol 6. 
Early application advisable. 

BURY ST, EDMUNDS. Sunday, October 17th, 
2.15. Co-op. Hall, Risbygate Street, John Strachey, 


DOVERCOURT. Saturday evening, October 16th. 
Victor Gollancz and John Strachey. Full par- 
ticulars from Mrs. Clarke. 36 Hawthorn Terrace. 
Dovercourt. 


EASTDOURNE RALLY. November 7th. Ellis 
Smith, M.P., Victor Gollancz, Full particulars 
from Mrs, Estcourt, 35 Vicarage Drive, East- 
bourne. 

GOOLE and HULL RALLIES, October 3ist. 
Victor Gollancz, Dr. John Lew! Particulars to. 
be had from Ernest Rhodes. | Newland Park 
Avenue, Hull, and from F. Maddick, 7 Lime Tree 
Gardens, Goole. 

HASTINGS RALLY. Saturday evening, Novem: 
ber 6th, Victor Gollanez, Particulars ro be 
obtained from Vernon Symonds, Netherwood, 
‘The Ridge, Hustings, or from Dr. Lewis. 


IPSWICH RALLY. Co-operative Hall, Sunday, 
October 17th. Speakers ; John Strachey, Victor 
Gollancz. Full particulars from Mrs. Davics, 
‘White House, Chelmondiston. 


LINCOLN. Joint Week-<nd School with Co- 
operative Educational Committee, at the Co-op. 
New Hall. Frocschool Lane, Lincoln, on Octaber 
L6th (Saturday), at 7.30 pan. Sunday, October 
17th, at 10.30 am, and 2.30 p.m, 


LONDON, Morley College, S.E.1. Saturday, 
October 16th, Professor Harold Laskin 
“Spain.” in Prince of Wales Hall, at 7,30. 
Presentation will be made to Morley student 
wounded in Madrid. All new students apply 
to Miss Russey at the College. 


NORWICH RALLY. Sunday, October 17th, 3 p.m., 
at Samson Hercules Hall, when Victor Gollancz 
will speak. Particutars from Miss L, Goldsmi 
4) Newmarket Road, Norwich. 


SWINDON RALLY. Sunday evening. Ociober 
2ath, Harry Pollitt, Victor Gollancz. Co-opera- 
tive Hall, East Street, 


WEST HAM and SOUTH-WEST ESSEX 
RALLY. Friday, October 22nd, at Stratford 
Town Hall, Broadway, E.t3, a1 8 p.m. Speakers : 
Alderman Tom Groves, J.P., M.P. (in the chair), 
Li.Col. Delahaye, Dr. John Lewis, Perey Allott. 
One-act anti-Fascist. play, “You've Got 10 
Fight,” by Left Book Club Theatre Guild. 
Reserved seats, &/, obtainable from Peter 
Hughes, 58 Chantler Road, E.16. 


(e) AREA ORGANISATION 


(This section will in future contain addresses of area secretaries, etc.) 


EAST LONDON. Leon Ganeuiin, 5 Nightingale 
Road, E.5, 

WEST LONDON, Dowaip Bauce, 235 Elgin 
Avenue, Maida Vale, W.9. Will all members of 
the Club resident in the West London Arca (i 
within the area which would be cnclosed by a line 
drawn roughly through Cricklewood, Hampstead, 
St. Pancras, Holborn, Westminster, Chelsea, 
Fulham, Chiswick, Barnes, Acton, Queens Park, 
and Willesden) join the Groups which are 


established nearest to them. [fany member wishes. 

to be placed in touch with a Group convenient 

uated will he or she please communicate with 
the Sceretary as above. 

S.W. LONDON. B, Voss, 115 Lavender Hill, 
S.W.UL. 

5.E. LONDON. S, Cramen, ? Egerton Road, 
S.E.10. 

N. and W. MIDDSX, 
Avenue, Kenton, Midda. 


E, G. Hiexs, 26 Alicia 
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S.W. MIDDSX. G. T. Ruvs. 22 Udney Park 
Road, Teddingion. 


S.W. ESSEX. Prrer Huis, 58 Chantler Road. 
E.16, (N.D.—This has now been expanded to 
cover Barking, Basildon, Dagenham, Grays. 
Hornchurch. Ilford, Romford, Theydon Rois, 
Woodford Green, Chingford and Walthamstow). 


KENT AREA, Miss Peart Lakeman, 50 Old 
Farm Avenue, Sidcup. 


SURREY AREA. Miciiazt STEUART, Hillview, 
SU. Dunstans Hill, Cheam. 

CROYDON AREA. Kenner Crownunst, 5 
Parkhill Road, East Croydon. 

WEST RIDING, NORTH. J. N. Airey, 20 
Bromley Mount, Sandal. Wakefield. 

MANCHESTER. FRank ALLAUN, 
Hanging Ditch. 

BIRMINGHAM. Mrs. Jean HENSON. 235 Lich- 
field Road, Four Oaks, ncar Birmingham. 


13 to 15a 


“LEON BLUM, MAN AND STATESMAN” 


The Authorised Biography by Geoffrey Fraser and Thadée 
Natanson + reviewed by D. N. Pritt, K.C., M.P. 


The “Additional” Book for December 


[This is the official biography, and the following letter from M. Robert Blum, Léon Blum's 
son, is printed at the beginning of the book: * My dear Thadée : I have now discussed the whole 
matter with my father. I need nor tell you in the first place how glad he is to see the writing of 
his biography in the hands of so old and trusted a friend. He has asked me so assure you of his 
close co-operation in reading the text, and verifying the accuracy of every detail. He is prepared 
also to offer the same assistance in connection with the adaptation which Mr. Fraser proposes 
to make for England, and he feels that in view of the possible changes in the English edition 
he should personally approve the whole text before publication. As regards the book's being 
* exclusive.” the question is more delicate. You will appreciate that my father cannot prevent 
the publication in French or in any other language of other works on the same subject. On the 


other hand, he assures me that he will not be widertakiny 


the task of verifying and approving 


the text of any biography that may appear in the future.”) 


English readcr. Whilst it fulfils its task of 
giving a personal and political history of Léon 
Blum up to the end of his first period as Premier of 
France, it adds a very interesting glimpse of French 
political life and above all of the very remarkable and 
encouraging episode of the birth and growth of the 
Popular Front, 
‘The authors have overcome pretty well both the 
i 3 a biography of a 
and is here 10 provide more mau 
jan, and the dangers of excessive adula+ 
tion that constitute the specific malady of biographics. 
‘The reader should not be chilted by the carly chapters 
dealing with Blum’s childhood and youth : their 
slightly turgid romanticism—we are even told that 
the boy's “relations with his parents were never 
troubled by the slightest cloud “—disappears at an 
‘early stage of the story. and the book goes on from 
strength to strength in the later narrative, 
Looked at as a political history, the book provides 
for the English student a series of demonstrations of 


Te book really renders a double service 10 the 


two apparently--but anly apparently—contradictory 
phenomena, ‘The first is the essential sameness of the 
problems and symptoms of sinking capitalism in all 
trial countrics, and the second is the persis- 
. in spite of that sameness, of the many funda- 
miental differences of French and English outlook 
and characteristics. Perhaps the only defect of the 
book in the ficld of political history is a tendency to 
take the word for the deed in dealing with the achieve- 
ments of the Blum Government: sensational as 
those achievements are, it is a farther cry than this 
book suggests from the legislative enactment of. say, 
the 40-hour woek to its full operation in every 
industry. 

The middle class student will follow with particu- 
lar interest the devetopment not merely of Socialist 
conviction, but of Socialist activity, understanding, 
and leadership in one who, by his whole upbringing, 
education, and surroundings was essentially and 
profoundly bourgeois ; as the authors say, his world 
was the world of the capitalists, the people whose 
fatal politics and policy he was called to oppose 


549 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR OCTOBER, 1937 


were those whom he knew as his own Soviet and 
fiked and even crusted as his personal friend: and 
his sympathy with swfering was in the beginning 
that of one who had only suffered at second-hand, 
That he gradually grew to be a great and praciical 
Socialist leader without dying of Macdonaldry on 
the way may be attributed partly to a fineness of 
character and perhaps still more to a real Marxist 
education. These advantages enabled him at an 
arly stage to realise that "socialism is a moral 
outlook, almost a religion, as much as it is a doc- 
trinal theory.” and to put into the mouth of Goethe, 
whom he removed inta the present-day as a charac- 
tet in one of his valuable contributions 10 Literature, 
the trenchant criticism, uttered in answer Lo praise of 
the British system which had enabled the son of a 
_ smith to become a Cabinet Minister: 
But what will his children be ? Gentlemen 
Tike the rest, wealthy, well-groomed, proud 
‘That is not real equality . . . that, if he be so 
gifted, the smith's son becomes a Cabinet 
Minister, is an excellent thing, But what one 
would like to sce . . . is that if the Cabinet 
Minister's son were only fit to be a smith, he 
should become a smith. 

Léon Blum is a Jew, brought up in a conscious 
Jewish home, and much of his sensitivity and cour- 
age are Jewish, But the book gives one the impres+ 
sion of him as in every real sense @ Frenchman, 
understanding and sharing the intellectual life of his 
countrymen ; and his splendid services to justice in 
the Dreyfus case were those of a Frenchman who 
Joved justice and France, not of a Jew rendering a 
service 10 a fellow Sew, 

en 

The reader will, of course, bear in mind through: 
‘out, that this is not merely an" offi biography. 
bur the only“ official " biography, as is made clear 


jn the introductory tctter by Monsicur Robert Blum, 
Léon Blum’s son. The material for the book, that 
is to say, has been provided by Léon Blum himself, 
and he has given his approval to the fit 
Now, the very fact that the book 
i . from one point of view, an added 
us upon the reader the ol 
‘@ particularly critical spirit. 
The added value lies in the fact that we are in direct 
contact here with thé mind of Blum himself and 
in is from just this fact that the necessity for specially 
‘cal reading arises. 1 do not think, for instance, 
that many will agree with the account here given of 
the origins of Non-Intcrvention, for some of us 
believe it 10 be established beyond any reasonable 
doubt that Non-Intervention (so-called) was not so 
much imposed on ather Powers by the passionate 
advocacy of Blum as imposed on Blum himself by 
the cold and cateulating advocacy of another 
Power. Again, in chapter 12, which deals with 
the split in the French Labour movement in 1 

many will find a naif misunderstanding of Lenin. 
ism and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, 
and of what was actually happening in Russia 
at that time; nor will the odd identification of 
“ Mensheviks " and " Russian Socialists" escape 
them, Sonte may even ask whether the mind 
‘of Léon Blum, as it is revealed in this chapter, was 
not ilself, for all his recent achievements, a cause 
contributing 10 the failures of the international 
Labour movement during the last seventeen years. 

ee ee 


tion of reading i 


The whole story, is of course, pregnant 
for British Socialists and Labour poli 
necessarily lessons for direct application * ready- 
made,” but certainly lessons provoking study and 
reflcztion over a wide field. ia matters of vital import- 
ance, leading, let it be hoped, to decision and action. 


“A SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION” 


Part II: from February 1917 to the Present Day. 
By R. Page Arnot + reviewed by Joha Lewis 


The Sixth Volume in the * Educational” Series. 


the Russian Revolution which concluded in 
Volume I with the outbreak of the first revolution 
of February. 1917, and the abdication of the Czar, 


I: this volume Page Arnot continues his story of 


For December 


‘The character of the Soviets was at this time 
‘Anti-Bolshevik, and the various trends of wavering 
and confused opinion which prevailed are clcarly 
eaplained. During these months the tide of liberalism 
released by the democratic revolution runs strongly 
if canfusedly. 

‘1 was at this time that Lenin arrived in Petrograd 
from Switzerland, and his famous Theses ouuiining 
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what ke held to be the correct Socialist policy are 
printed in full, The vital question was, Shall Russia 
go on with the War? Lenin strongly urged an 
immediate peace, but the Provisional Goverment, in 
8 last desperate gamble, launched another offensive 
which failed. Lenin's domestic policy was not to 
press for socialism but for control of indusiry and 
the banks. At this time we sce the Bolsheviks 
striving to hod back the masses from a premature 
rising but gradually winning support for their 
policy. * Ivis necessary thoroughly, persistently and 
patiently to explain,” said Lenin. 

The Czarist generals had little patience with the 
Provisional Government and ploticd its overthrow, 
At the last the Bolsheviks persuaded the people 10 
take up arms to defend the revolution against attack 
feom without and betrayal from within, 

The seizure of power by the Sovicts is admirably 
described and explained, and the great decrees 
which inaugurated the first Workers’ Republic are 
printed in ful 

Chapter 2 describes in some detail the struggle for 
Land, Bread and Pei the three things for which 
the revolution was made. 

‘The story of the Peace of Brest Litovsk is of 
absorbing intercst, and Trotsky's role is fairly and 
plainly brought out. his failure to accept the German 
terms leading to a further and most disastrous inva- 
sion and permanent loss of territary. 

The Land question has ahvays been of primary 
importance in Russia, and it is impossible to under+ 
stand either the first stages of the revolution or its 
subsequent development without a clear idea of the 
revolutionary political movements of the peasants 
and their supporters, It was this Social Revolutionary 
party which first made the revolution possible and 
then launched the counter revolution. It was a 
Sacial Revolutionary who shot Lenin, 

This chapter prococ<!s 10 explain the real meaning 
of the Dictatorship of the Prolctariat—ihe defence 
‘of the Workers’ State against the violent attacks 

wore launched agai |. 

Ic is interesting to note that Lenin was accused on. 
All sides of betraying the revolution as long ago as 
1918. 

Chapter 3 recounts the epic of the Intervention and 
Civil War, an episode of which all too litde is known, 
This most valuable account makes clear how the 
Tevolution was stamped out in the territory ovcu 
by Germany and her allies, largely by their aid. 
‘Thus the Ukraine, Finland, Esthonia and Laty 
were Jost, not only to Russia but to socialism, 
although a large part of the Ukraine was sub- 
sequenily regained. 

As the War drew to 2 close the Germans found 
themselves aided in their war on Russia by Czecho- 
slovakia, Poland, France, Great Britain, Japan and 
the United States. There took place a 
vention very much on the scate of the present in 
sion of Spain, and it was of course, accompanied by 


vigorous and lavishly financed schemes to start and 
foster counter-revolution within Soviet Russia, 

How all these attempts failed is well described 
by Page Arnot, and the resulting system of Military 
communism with its policy of requisitioning grain 
from the peasants in return for protection against 
a return to feudalism is ctearly explained. 

Chapter 4 brings us to the emergence of a ruined, 
famine-stricken and plague-riddten Russia from the 
dark night of war, The New Economic Policy 
(Lenin's second ** betrayal of the revolution * !) and 
its astounding success are explained, and again we 
find Trotsky in opposition, 

In Chapter $ we sox how on the basis of the 
“restoration " effected by the N.E-P, the Social 
offensive was launched, the scheme for the Socialist 
industrialisation of Russia which was embodied in 
the Five Year Plan. The purpose and working out of 
this ptan are clearly described in a really brilliant 
section of compressed writing. OF great importance 
is the explanation of the two types of difficulty 
they were up against. Firstly, the violent opposition 
of Trotsky, who states his case in his own words, 
secondly the wrecking campaign of hostile and dis- 
gruntled clements within the factories, 

Once again the land question is to the fore, and 
the discontented peasants come into collision with 
the new plan, Troisky's attitude is contrasted with 
the Bolshevik policy of reconciliation with the work- 
‘On the major question Lenin's case for 
yy of building socialism in one country 
first, is soen es opposed 10 Trotsky's plea for solving 
the problem on a world scale or not at all. 

Opposition came also from the Right which was 
all for conciliation, not only with the working 
peasants but also with the Kulaks, 

The agriculturat problem was once again crucial, 
and this chapter concludes with a useful discussion 
on the introduction of the Collective Farm system 
and the difficulties with which it was confronted. 

. i brings us 
the period of the Second Five Year Plan which 
and quantity of output. 
In this period the main difficulties are shown to be 
ot so mutch internal as due to the development of 
fascism without not only demands a vast 
wastage of effort in defence, bul gives rise to a great 
increase in espionage and wrecking instigated from 
without the Soviet Union bin working on the broken 
and discredited opposit i 
First Five Year Plan had come to naught. 

The book closes with an interesting account of the 
new constitution, showing democracy extending in 
Russia even while it is mocked, betrayed and 
destroyed in Fascist Europe. 

‘And so“ pre-history cnus and history begins. 
In the words of Engels, “It is only fron this por 
that men, with full consciousness, i 
own history. 1c is humanity 
realm of necosity into the realm of freedom. 
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NEWS FROM LAWRENCE & WISHART 


(For the method of obtaining Lawrence & Wishart's books at the 


special Left 


This month something for the Theatre enthusiasts. 

Four Societ Plays (Ss., L-B.C.. 3s. 4d.) is a volume 
containing representative work of four oustanding 
Soviet dramatists—-Maxim Gorki, Vsevelod Vish- 
nevsky, Nikolai Pogedin and Ivan Kocherga. ‘The 
plays selected have been amongst the most successful 
produced on the Moscow stage in recent scasons. 

* Yegor Bulichey" is the first play of Gorki’s 
unfinished trilogy. and was fecently produced in 
England. In Moscow it was the outstanding success 
of the world-famous Vakhtangov Theatre. 1 depicts 
the old Russian merchant class in the carly days of 
1917, conscious of their impending doom. and striv- 
ing blindly 10 avoid the fate inevitably waiting for 


Book Club prices. see page 519.) 


revolutionary work. Vishnevsky 
author of the film, “ We from Kronstadt.” 

“Aristocrats.” the chosen play of Pogodin, was 
one of the most popular plays in the 1937 Theatre 
Festival at Moscow. It is set in the North during 
the days of the building of the Baltic- White Sea Canal 
by convict labour. It shows the G.P.U. at work asa 
redemptive, not punitive force. It is to be produced 
in Landon this winter by the Unity Theatre. 

Kecherga’s Masters of Time” may be con 
sidered as summarising the other three plays in this 
collection. It runs through the whole gamut of social 
def@opment from pre-revolutionary days to the 
present time. The author won first prize in an alle 
Union dramatic contest for this play. 

A note on The History of Anarchism in Russia 
by E. Yaravlasky (2s, 6¢.. L.B.C.. 1s, &d.). This has 
much political point at tie moment, and Rot only 
for Spain. The necessity for unity of purpose comes 
‘out very strongly in this study. 

‘The price of Kuezinski's. New Fashions in Wage 
Theory is Is. 6d, (L.B.C., 25. 4d.)—not 45. 6d. as 
stated last month. 


LEFT BOOK CLUB THEATRE GUILD 
John Allen’s Report 


apology. Those who have visited us at our pre- 

mises in Britannia Street will appreciate the 
appallingly cramped conditions uniler which we 
work. The organisation of the Theatre Guild as well 
as of the Unity Theatre Club at present takes place 
ina room about ten feet square which in the evenings 
is used for rehearsals and at performances as a bar. 
Several projected schemes have had to be suspended 
simply for lack of space to seit another typist, and 
‘of space to store any nore sets of plays or files. These 
may sound paltry excuses on paper, but in fact, these 
difficulties are very real and considerable. 

‘The Unity Theatre Club, however, has acquired 
new premises not far from the present ones and we 
shall be moving in at the end of September. The new 
premises inelude a theatre to hold 349, offices. re~ 
hearsal rooms, workshops, and a small library. The 
business of geting the money to cquip and alter 
these premises is.a day to day struggte. so if you feel 
that during the early part of October we ure not 
coming out with the ambitious schemes we have pro- 
posed, it is not that our movement is losing pace. 
but that we are combing London for ten more 
pounds for wages. A movement like this must be 
based on an efficient organisation, of it will become 
inflated and break. Our efforts during the next few 
weeks will be concentrated on establishing this 
organisation. 

‘Weare doing our utmost in order to give cohesion 
to our movement, to get all Groups 10 calll themselves 


Te first point to be made is in the nature of an 


“Left Book Club These Guild : So and So 
Branch." We take it for granted that where there is 
a Group of this nature, the local L.B.C. will give it 
all the support it can, In some towns, however, 
there exists a large Left wing theatre Group that was 
in existence before the Theatre Guild was formed, 
but which docs contain a number of L.B.C, members. 
We have had several complaints from these Groups 
that they are unable to get the support of the local 
‘and we think this is a serious matter. There 
local objections on the part of the 
1u more likely to be a product 
that the theatre is 
for those who 


LB.C,, but we 
of the once common point of vi 
fa dilettante business, good a1 
haven't the guts for serious political work. | This 


tude seems to be a form of political st 
it is quickly overcome when “ Wi 
produces a fifty pound coll 


bbery. 


b 
Lefty 
Spain. 

Finally it is interesting to note that at the end of 
September the Unity Theatre Club is touring Lincoln 
shire and South Yorkshire for a week. Three of the 
performances are being backed by local Co-ops... and 
Thret by Left Book Clubs, We believe that this form 
of political-cultural alliance is one of the finest things 
‘our movement can produce. 

‘The first bulletin of the Left Book Club Theatre 
Guild is now ready. 11 is a roncoed document of ten. 
foolscap pages, and, among other things, gives par- 
ticulars of the activities of many of the Groups. A 
copy will be sent post fren, on request. 
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